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Dr. Johnson C. Philip

THE FINAL JUDGMENT OF BELIEVERS

As Christians, we must always re-
member that our lives on earth are
temporary. One day, we will all
stand before Jesus Christ to be
judged. This is called the Final
Judgment or the Judgment Seat of
Christ. It's important for us to un-
derstand what this means and how
we should live in light of it.

The Bible tells us clearly that
believers in Jesus will face judg-
ment. In Romans 14:10, Paul says,
"We will all stand before God's
judgment seat." And in 2
Corinthians 5:10, he writes, "For
we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that
each of us may receive what is
due us for the things done while in
the body, whether good or bad.”

But don't be afraid! This judg-
ment is not about our salvation. If
we have put our faith in Jesus, our
sins are already forgiven. John
5:24 says, "Truly, truly, | say to you,
whoever hears my word and be-
lieves him who sent me has eter-
nal life. He does not come into

judgment, but has passed from
death to life." Our place in heaven
is secure because of what Jesus
did for us on the cross.

So, what is this judgment about?
It's about how we lived our lives
as Christians. God will look at our
works, our words, and even our
thoughts. He will see how we used
the gifts and

opportunities He gave us. Did we
serve Him faithfully? Did we love
others? Did we spread the good
news about Jesus?

This judgment will be a time
of reward, not punishment. In 1
Corinthians 3:1215, Paul com-
pares our works to different build-
ing materials: "If anyone builds on
this foundation using gold, silver,
costly stones, wood, hay or straw,
their work will be shown for what it
is, because the Day will bring it to
light. It will be revealed with fire,
and the fire will test the quality of
each person's work. If what has
been built survives, the builder will
receive a reward. If itis burned up,

the builder will suffer loss but yet
will be saved—even though only as
one escaping through the flames.”

Some of our works may be like
gold and silver, lasting forever. Oth-
ers may be like wood or straw, eas-
ily burned up. But remember, even
if all our works are burned away,
we ourselves will still be saved.

Knowing this should inspire us
to live our best for God. We should
want to hear Jesus say, "Well done,
good and faithful servant!" (Mat-
thew 25:21). Every day is a chance
to store up treasures in heaven
(Matthew 6:20).

So, how should we live in light
of this coming judgment?

+ Serve God wholeheartedly.
Use your talents and resources for
His kingdom.

* Love others. Jesus said the
greatest commandments are to love
God and love your neighbor (Mat-
thew 22:3640).

»  Share the gospel. Help others
find the way to eternal life.

» Live with integrity. Remember
that God sees everything, even
what's hidden.

*  Keep eternity in mind. Don't get
too attached to earthly things.

Dear brothers and sisters, let's
encourage each other to live for
Christ. Our time on earth is short,
but our rewards in heaven will last
forever. As Paul said in Philippians
3:1314, "Brothers and sisters, | do
not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing | do:
Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, |
press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Let's press on together, looking
forward to that day when we will
see Jesus face to face and hear
His words of approval. May we all
strive to be faithful servants, using
every day to bring glory to God and
to store up treasures in heaven.
Remember, what we do in this life
echoes in eternity. Let's make it
count for Christ!
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