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he very word Death
can trigger images of
darkness, men and

women in black, of grief,
and for some, fear. But God
doesn’t want us to live in fear
nor defeat. He wants us to live,
with the confidence that comes
from knowing we belong to
the victorious, risen King who
defeated death when He died
on the cross and rose from the
grave.

1. Why do people die?

People die because
of what is called the “original
sin”—the disobedience of
Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden. God had warned the
first couple that transgressing
His law would result in their
death (Genesis 2:17), and that
is what happened. “The wages
of sinisdeath” (Romans 6:23a).
Adam and Eve were meant to
dwell with God forever, so they
probably did not even know what
it meant to “die.” Unfortunately,
sin had at some timein eternity
past invaded the heavenly realm
of angels, and Satan tempted
Eve, and she fell into sin. Eve

1(

gavethefruit to her husband, and
hefollowed her into sin. That sin
brought death into the world, as
mankind separated themselves
from the Source of Life.

Since that time, every
human produced by a woman
with the aid of a man has
produced sinful offspring. This
sin nature brings with it death.
Romans 5:12 says that “Sin
entered the world through one
man, and death through sin,
and in this way death came to
all people, because al sinned”.
Genesis 3 describes the curse
that God pronounced upon the
world. The curseincluded these
words to Adam: “You [will]
return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you will return”
(Genesis 3:19). Physical death
of the body is what God spoke
of here. Physical death did not
occur immediately for Adam
and Eve, but, because of their
sin, innocent animals did die
(Genesis 3:21). The other type
of death that Adam and Eve's
sin brought was spiritual death—
their spiritswere separated from
God's Spirit; their fellowship
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was broken. Thisspiritual death
occurred immediately after they
partook of the forbidden fruit
and were fearful and ashamed
(Genesis 3:10). Spiritual death,
likephysical death, waspassed on
to their descendants (Ephesians
2:1).

Ever since Adam,
the human race has laboured
under “the law of sin and
death” (Romans 8:2). God in His
goodness sent His Son to abolish
the law of sin and death and
establish “the law of the Spirit
who gives life” (Romans 8:2).
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 states,
“Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep.
For since death came through a
man, the resurrection of the dead
comes a'so through a man. For
asin Adam all die, so in Christ
al will be made dive. ... The
last enemy to be destroyed is
death.”

2. What is the second
death?

The second death is
mentioned on multiple occasions
in the book of Revelation and
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is synonymous with the lake
of fire. It is a “death” in that it
is a separation from God, the
Giver of life. It is called the
“second” one because it follows
physical desth. Revelation 21:8
explains the second death in
the most detail: “ The cowardly,

who overcomes will not be hurt
at al by the second death.”

In this verse, Jesus
promises that believers

(“overcomers’; see 1 John 5:4)
will not experience the lake
of fire. The second death is
exclusively for those who have

the salvation that Jesus Christ
provides. The coming judgment
should also challenge believers
to share their faith. There is a
vast difference between the final
destination of those who know
Christ and those who do not.

the unbelieving, the vile,
the murderers, the sexually
immoral, those who practice
magic arts, the idolaters and
all liars — their place will bein
the fiery lake of burning sulfur.
Thisisthe second death.” Three
other places in Revelation also
mention the second death. The
first is Revelation 2:11: “He who
has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. He

rejected Christ. It is not a place
believers in Christ should fear.
Every person not includedin the
book of life will be thrown into
the lake of fire. In summary, the
second death isareferenceto the
lake of fire where those who are
separated from God by their sin
will dwell for eternity

This judgment was
recorded in Scripture as a
warning to unbelievers to seek

AU BRI
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3. What
death?
The doctrine of eternal
deathisnot apopular doctrineto
teach or proclaim. If we do not
embrace the saving message of
Jesus Christ, we will perish in
our sin and trespasses and be
under God's just judgment for
our sin—eternal death. It's the
fate that awaits all people who
ultimately reject God, reject

11
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the gospel of His Son, Jesus
Christ, and remain in their
sin and disobedience. Physical
death is a one-time experience.
Eternal death, on the other hand,
is everlasting. It is a death that
continues through eternity, a
spiritual desth that isexperienced
on a continual basis. Just as
spiritual life, by grace through
faithin Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9)
iseverlasting life, eternal death
is never-ending.

We can point to several
passages that explicitly state
this, but let’s select three verses
(Daniel 12:2), (Matthew 25:46)
and (Revelation 20:15 ESV).
All three of these passages (and
more could have been added)
have as their main context the
scene of final judgment. In other
words, when Christ returns, three
thingswill occur: 1) The general
resurrection of “theliving and the
dead”; 2) the final judgment; and
3) theinauguration of the eternal
state. Each of these passages
demonstrates that during the final
judgment of all people, Jesuswill
separate the righteous from the
wicked. The righteous will be
ushered into the final state of
glory, while the wicked will be
sent to the lake of fire for eternal
punishment and torment. Note
too (particularly in the Daniel
and Matthew passages) that the
same adjective (“everlasting”
or “eternal”) is used to modify
both “life” and * punishment/
contempt.” What is true about

12

one (life) must be true about the
other (punishment) that both are
eternal and last forever.

4. What happens after
death?

After death, a person
resides in either a place of
comfort or inaplace of torment.
Theserealms act asatemporary
“heaven” and a temporary
“hell” until the resurrection. At
that point, the soul is reunited
with the body, but no one's
eternal destiny will change.
The first resurrection is for the
“blessed and holy” (Revelation
20:6)—everyone who is in
Christ—and those who are part
of'the first resurrection will enter
the millennial kingdom and,
ultimately, the new heavens and
new earth (Revelation 21:1). The
other resurrection happens after
Christ’s millennial kingdom,
and it involves a judgment on
the wicked and unbelieving
“according to what they had
done’ (Revelation 20:13). These,
whose hames are not in the book
of life, will be sent to the lake of
fire to experience the “second
death” (Revelation 20:14-15).
The new earth and the lake of
fire—these two destinations are
final and eternal. People go to
oneor theother, based entirely on
whether they have trusted Jesus
Christ for salvation (Matthew
25:46; John 3:36).

Within the Christian
faith, there is a significant
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amount of confusion regarding
what happens after death. Some
hold that after death everyone
“sleeps” until the final judgment,
after which everyonewill be sent
to heaven or hell. Othersbelieve
that at themoment of death people
are instantly judged and sent to
their eternal destinations. Still
others claim that, when people
die, their souls/spiritsare sent to
a“temporary” heaven or hell to
await the final resurrection, the
final judgment, and the finality
of their eternal destination. So,
what exactly does the Bible say
happens after death?

First, for the believer in
JesusChrigt, the Bibletellsusthat
after death believers' souls/spirits
are taken to heaven, because
their sins were forgiven when
they received Christ as Saviour
(John 3:16, 18, 36). For believers,
death means being “away from
the body and at home with the
Lord” (2Corinthians 5:6-8;
Philippians 1:23). However,
passages such as 1 Corinthians
15:50-54 and 1 Thessalonians
4:13-17 describe believersbeing
resurrected and given glorified
bodies. Second, for those who
do not receive Jesus Christ as
Saviour, death means everlasting
punishment. However, similar to
the destiny of believers, it seems
that unbelievers also go to a
temporary holding placeto await
their final resurrection, judgment,
and eternal destiny. Luke 16:22—
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23 describes a rich man being
tormented immediately after
death. Revelation 20:11-15
describes all the unbelieving
dead being resurrected, judged
at the great whitethrone, and cast
into the lake of fire. Unbelievers,
then, are not sent to hell (the
lake of fire) immediately after
death, but they arerather sent to
atemporary realm of judgment
and anguish. Therich man cried
out, “I am in agony in this fire”
(Luke 16:24).

5. is there life after
death?

Job, speaking out of
his despair, asked, “If a man
dies, shall he live again?’ (Job
14:14). All of us have been cha
[lenged by thisquestion. Isthere
life after death? What happens
to us after we die? The Bible
tells us that, yes, there is life
after death. At death, the body
ceases to function and begins
the process of returning to the
earth, but the spiritual part of
man lives on: “The dust returns
to the ground it came from, and
the spirit returns to God who
gaveit” (Ecclesiastes 12:7; and
Psalm 146:4).

To those who are
redeemed and have their sin
forgiven, God gives eternal
life, an existence so glorious
that “no eye has seen, no ear has
heard, and no mind hasimagined
what God has prepared for those
who love him” (1 Corinthians

2:9). Each person must make a
choice in thislife, a choice that
will determine hisor her eternal
destination. It is appointed for
us to die once, and after that
will come judgment (Hebrews
9:27). Those who have been
made righteous by faith in
Christ will go into eternal life
in heaven, but those who have
rejected Christ as Savior will
be sent to eternal punishment
in hell (Matthew 25:46). God
takes no pleasure in the death
of the wicked but desires them
to turn from their wicked ways
so that they can live (Ezekiel
33:11). But Hewill not force us
into submission; if we chooseto
reject Christ, the one and only
Savior, wergject the heaven that
He has prepared, and we will live
eternally apart from Him. Lifeon
earthisapreparationfor what is
to come. Faithin Christ prepares
usfor life after death: “\Whoever
believes in [God's Son] is not
condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned
already because they have not
believed in the name of God's
one and only Son” (John 3:18).

Jesus Christ, God
incarnate, came to the earth to
pay for our sins and give us
the gift of eternal life: “He was
pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and
by his wounds we are healed”
(Isaiah 53:5). Three days after
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His crucifixion, Jesus proved
Himself victorious over death
by rising from the grave—Heis
life personified (John 11:25) and
the ultimate proof that there is
life after death. Theresurrection
of Christ, which gives us the
sure hope of life after death, is
the cornerstone of the Christian
faith (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).
Because Christ wasraised from
the dead, we have faith that we,
too, will be resurrected. As Jesus
told His disciples, “Because |
live, you also will live” (John
14:19). Christ was only the first
of agreat harvest of those who
will be raised to life again (1
Corinthians 15:23). Just as God
raised up Jesus' body, sowill our
bodies beresurrected upon Jesus
return (1 Corinthians 6:14).
Everyonewill experience
life after death in some manner.
For believersin Christ, life after
death is eternal life in heaven
with God. For unbelievers, life
after desth iseternity inthelake
of fire. How can we receive
eternal lifeand avoid hell? There
is only one way—through faith
in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I
am the resurrection and the life.
Theonewho believesin me will
live, even though they die; and
whoever lives by believing in
mewill never die” (John 11:25—

26).
v
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