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Note:

*Summa Contra Gentiles
(hereafter SCG) |1, trans. English
Domincan Fathers (London:
Burns, Oates, & Wash-bourne,
1923), c. 68[4] and c. 91[4]. Cf.
On Spiritual Creature (henceforth
DSC, trans. Mary FitzPatrick and
John Well-muth (Milwaukee:
Marquette University Press,
1949), c. 91[7]. Cf. DSC, g. 1,
a 5, ¢ (primo).

2SGC |11, trans. Vernon Bourke
(Notre Dame, IN: University
of Notre Dame Press, 1975), c.
97[6]. Cf. On Being and Essence
(hereafter DEE), trans. Armand
Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical
Institute of Medieval Studies,

1986)
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ow many angels there
are, but Hebrews 12:22
says they are “innumerable.”
That means there are more than
enough angels to fulfill these
assignments for each of us.
| want to talk to you
about the ministry of angels!
Angels are messengers of God
sent to minister to those who
are the heirs of salvation —
and that includes you and me.
So it’s important that we know
about angels and how they are
available to help us. There are
different roles which have been
played by angels.
1. God's Agents.

God's agents who
execute His judgment. Angels
are God's messengers revealing
Hiswill. They are God's servants,
doing His will. Angels judged
the city of Jerusalem (Ezekiel
9:1-11) and they pronounce

2(

‘ /Re Holy Bibledoesn't say

Jaysingh
mathoorkonam

judgment upon city of Sodom
(genesis 19:23). When angels
were sent to do the will of God,
they acted with authority. At the
tomb of Jesus, two angels broke
the Roman seal, and rolled back
the massive stone. This caused
the entire guard unit to faint.

2. God's Messengers.

Angels are God's
Messengers. They bring God's
message to humanity. This is
in keeping with the meaning of
the term "angel." God has used
angels to send the following
messages to humanity. Divine
revelation has been given by
angels. For example, Book of
Revelation tells us that this final
book of Scripture was given
through an angel.

3. God's Servants.

Angels announced the
birth of Christ and John the
Baptist. They gave warnings to
God'speople. Not only that, God

LB BRI
2024 apugy’

used angelsto provideinstruction.
The Gentile Cornelius received
angelic instruction. He was
commanded to send servants to
Joppa to find Simon Peter (Acts
10:3).

4. God’s Ministers.

They have ministered
to believers in the following
ways. Angels are interested in
the spiritual welfare of people
to the point that they rejoice at
their conversion. They have been
used to give physical provision
1 Kings 19:5-7, (Matthew
4:11), and Physical Protection.
Angels have also been sent to
protect God's people (Genesis
16:7),(Genesis 19:11). God
has used angels as objects of
deliverance(Numbers 20:16).The
Lord also used angelsto deliver
Peter and John from the hands
of the Sadducees.(Acts5:17-19).
What makesthis episode all the
moreironicisthat the Sadducees
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did not believe in the existence
of angels (Acts 23:8).

5. God’s spokesman:

Angels gave direction
to the saints, according to the
situation and where ever they
are present. The Bible says
that Philip was directed to the
Ethiopian eunuch by an angel
(Acts 8:26). On a couple of
occasions, angels assisted in an
answer to prayer. For Example,
In the Book of Daniel we have
the angel Gabriel explaining
to Daniel the meaning of his
prayers (Daniel 9:20-27). We
also find Peter being helped in
his release from prison by an
angel who was sent in response
to prayer (Acts12:1-11). Angels
have also interceded on behalf
of humanity (Zechariah 1:12).
Angels have aso been sent for
encouragement. Often times
when they appeared to people
their first words were, "Don't be
afraid." The Apostle Paul was
encouraged by an angel after a
storm at sea (Acts 27:23-25).
The angel of the Lord appeared
to Gideon, a discouraged
and frightened man (Judges
6:11,12).

Let’s discuss about
the ministry of angels, which
was available throughout the
life (from the birth till the
resurrection) of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

1. Gabriel announced the birth
of Jesus to Mary:

When we read and
meditate this portion (Luke
1:28-38), we could get a clear
picture about the ministry of
angelsinthelife of Jesus Christ.
It is significant that the angel
Gabriel did not rebuke Mary
as he did Zechariah. "She was
perplexed" or greatly troubled
at the statement." Mary did not
doubt the promise, but was just
confused about the statement
because she was a virgin (cf.
Isa. 7:14). She wanted to know
how thiswould be accomplished
since she and Joseph were not
yet married. The betrothal
usually lasted a year and
unfaithfulness on the part of the
bride was punishable by death.
Therefore, Gabriel's response
was thiswill be the work of the
Holy Spirit creatively bringing
about the miraculous physical
conception of Jesus. The apostle
Paul understood thisgrand truth
when he wrote: "But when the
fullness of the time came, God
sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law"
(Galatians 4:4, NASB95).

2.An
announced birth of Jesus to
Mary (matt.1.18-20)

We noted earlier the
agitation on the part of Mary
regarding her conceiving a
bearing ason while still engaged
to Joseph. Oncethe arrangement
was confirmed the couple was

unnamed angel
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called husband and wife. During
this time the woman continued
to live with her parents and the
man with his parents.

Now it was plain that
Mary had not told Joseph about
the angel's visit or that she was
pregnant. Therefore, when it
obviousto Joseph that Mary was
with child he was shocked. He
genuinely loved Mary. Y ou can
see that love by his actions. He
did not want to create a public
scandal and planned to divorce
Mary privately. That iswhenthe
angel appeared to Joseph in a
dream and revealed to Him that
"Shewasfound to be with child
by the Holy Spirit" (Matthew
1:18-25). The Holy Spirit,
not Joseph, not any man, was
responsible for the pregnancy
of Mary.

3. At Jesus' birth the angels
informed the shepherds and
worshipped Him Luke 2:9-
16:

Dr. Luke, the beloved
physician, and author of the
Gospel of Luke tells us that
Jesus was born in the city of
David, called Bethlehem during
the reign of Caesar Augustus.
Angels worshipped Christ and
announced the birth of the Savior
to some humbl e shepherds who
were watching over their sheep
in the night.

"And an angel of the Lord
suddenly stood before them.

21
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. But the angel said to them,
‘Do not be afraid; for behold, |
bring you good news of great joy
which will befor all the people;
for today in the city of David
there has been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

4. An unknown angel warned
Joseph of Herod's evil intent to
murder the Messiah Matthew
2:13:

"Now when they had
gone, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, 'Get up! Takethe
Child and His mother and flee
to Egypt, and remain there until
| tell you; for Herod is going to
search for the Child to destroy
Him™ They stayed in Egypt until
the death of Herod. Dr. Luke
tells us that over the next thirty
years, "Jesus kept increasing in
wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and men" (Luke 2:52).
Yes, Jesus lived a fully normal
human Jewish lifein the town of
Nazareth. But that isnot theend
tothevisitation of angelsin His
life.

5. Angels strengthened Jesus
during His ministry Matt. 4:1-
11

When Jesus began
His ministry about the age of
thirty He was severely tempted
by Satan. After the forty days
of temptation "the devil left
Him; and behold, angels came

and began to minister to Him"
(Matt. 4:11). In the Garden of
Gethsemane an angel appeared
to Jesus and strengthened Him
(Luke 22:43).

At His arrest in the Garden of
Gethsemane when Peter was
trying to defend Jesus with a
sword, Jesus told him that "Or
doyou think that | cannot appeal
to My Father, and He will at
once put at My disposal more
than twelve legions of angels?'
(Matthew 26:53).

6. Angels reassured disciples at
the ascension of Christ:-

Luke 24:50-53

In John's Gospel Jesus
links his incarnation with
the ascension (John 3:13, cf.
6:62). Later, Jesus reassures his
disciples, “I goto prepareaplace
for you” (John 14:2-3). He says
he is going to the one who sent
him — the Father (John 16:5;
cf. 20:17). Luke concludes his
first volume with these details:
(i) Jesus lifts up his hands and
blesses his disciples; (ii) while
he blessesthem heis parted from
them; (iii) heis carried up into
heaven. And in his second book
named acts of apostles, "And
after He had said these things,
Hewaslifted up whilethey were
looking on, and acloud received
Him out of their sight. And as
they were gazing intently into the
sky while He was going, behold,
two men in white clothing stood

6) 6) AQLBM6IMD GOID N
2024 apugy’

beside them. They also said,
'Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This
Jesus, who has been taken up
fromyouinto heaven, will come
injust the sameway asyou have
watched Him go into heaven™
(Acts 1.9-11).

7. Angels will accompany Jesus
when He returns:

Angels were active in
ministry during thelife of Christ
and will be when He returnsin
glory. Listen to the words of
Jesus. "But when the Son of
Man comes in His glory, and
all theangelswith Him, then He
will sit on His glorious throne.
All the nations will be gathered
before Him; and He will separate
them from one another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats' (Matthew
25:31-32). The apostle Paul
comforted fellow believerswith
the desire "to give relief to you
who are afflicted and to us as
well when the Lord Jesuswill be
revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels in flaming fire"
(2 Thessalonians 1:7, 1 Thess.
4:16-17). Same manner, angels
are assigned to take care of all
belivers. So, let’s be of good
courage and continue to work

for Hisglory.
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