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Dr. Johnson C. Philip

Bible and Archaeology

The Amazing Ebla Tablets

The Ebla tablets are a collection of over 20,000 clay
tablets discovered in the ancient city of Ebla,
located in modern-day Syria. The tablets were
discovered by Italian archaeologists in 1974, and
they date back to the 3rd millennium BC. These
tablets provide important insights into the culture
and history of the ancient Near East, including the
relationships between various peoples and their
religious beliefs. One area of particular interest is
the connection between the Ebla tablets and the
Bible.

One of the most interesting aspects of the Ebla
tablets is the similarities between the religious
beliefs of the ancient Near East and those found in
the Bible. For example, both the Ebla tablets and
the Bible describe a flood story in which a great
deluge destroys much of the known world. In both
accounts, a righteous man is instructed to build an
ark to save himself, his family, and various animals
from the flood.
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Another area of similarity is the use of the term
“El” to refer to the supreme deity. The term “EI”
appears in both the Ebla tablets and the Bible, and it
is used to describe the god of the Israelites. This
suggests that the ancient Israelites may have been
influenced by the religious beliefs of the ancient
Near Fast.

The similarities between the Ebla tablets and the
Bible suggest that the Bible is based on historical
events. Others argue that the similarities are simply
the result of cultural exchange and do not
necessarily indicate a historical connection. The
similarities between the religious beliefs found in
the Ebla tablets and those found in the Bible
suggest that there may have been some cross-
cultural influence between the two regions.

In conclusion, the Ebla tablets are an important
archaeological discovery that provide important
insights into the cultural and religious history of the
ancient Near East. While there are similarities
between the religious beliefs found in the Ebla
tablets and those found in the Bible, there are also
significant differences. The Ebla tablets describe a
polytheistic culture with a pantheon of gods and
goddesses, while the Bible is monotheistic, with one
supreme God. Despite these differences, the
discovery of the Ebla tablets has shed light on the
relationships between various city-states and the
religious beliefs that were prevalent in the region. It
has also sparked debate among scholars about the
historical accuracy of the Bible.
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The discovery of the Ebla tablets has significant
apologetic value, particularly for those interested in
defending the historical reliability of the Bible. The
similarities between the religious beliefs found in
the Ebla tablets and those found in the Bible
suggest that there may have been some cross-
cultural influence between the two regions. This, in
turn, supports the idea that the Bible is based on
historical events and accurately reflects the cultural
and religious beliefs of the ancient Israelites.

Several biblical names have been found among the
Ebla tablets. These include:

Abraham: The Ebla tablets mention a name that is
similar to Abraham, suggesting that the name was
in use in the ancient Near East.

Ishmael: The name Ishmael appears in the Ebla

tablets, which provides evidence for the existence
of this biblical figure.

Israel: The Ebla tablets contain a reference to the
land of Israel, which supports the historical
accuracy of the Bible.

David: Although not a direct reference to King
David, the Ebla tablets contain a reference to the
“House of David,” which suggests that the Davidic
dynasty may have been a well-known and influential
family in the ancient Near Fast.

Sodom: The Ebla tablets contain a reference to a
city called “Sudumu,” which some scholars believe
may be the same as the biblical city of Sodom.
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Jacob: The name Jacob appears in a personal name
in the Ebla tablets, providing evidence for the
existence of this biblical figure.

Esau: The name Esau appears in a personal name
in the Ebla tablets, which provides evidence for the
existence of this biblical figure as well.

The discovery of these biblical names among the
Ebla tablets provides important evidence for the
historical reliability of the Bible and supports the
idea that the Bible accurately reflects the cultural
and historical background of the ancient Near
East. The Ebla tablets also provide a rich source of
information for those interested in exploring the
historical and cultural background of the Bible and
the wider ancient Near East.

Picture: Ebla Tablet, by Davide Mauro
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