NO. 11 - FEB & MARCH, 2023

Are we challenged to CHALLENGE

For private circulation only Brethren Gospel Mission, Chengannur




BRETHREN
GOSPEL
MISSION

VISION :
Witness Jesus Christ to the end of this world.

OBJECTIVES:

Proclaim Gospel

Plant Churches ACTIVITIES

Pray for World Evangelism Prayer Meetings
Provide Support Visiting Mission Fields

participate in the Ministry Mission Conferences
promote Mission Activities Supporting Missionary Training
Prepare for the coming of Christ. ~ Supporting Missionaries

Are you Interested to

VISIT MISSION FIELD ?

Brethren Gospel Mission Directs, Guides and Coordinates,
Mission Challenged Believers to Visit, Support and Encourage
our dear Brethren who are in the mission field in various states in India.

This is a great opportunity to see the field where harvest is plenty
and to serve the Lord for His glory.
Such field visits will be supportive and encouraging to those
who are working for the Lord in the field.

If you are interested, please contact
Evg. Thomas Jacob Raju P. Abraham P. A. Philip
Mob. 9411638708 Mob. 9847304781 Mob. 8606318239

Please send your Articles to: Thomas Jacob - Mob. 9411638708
P. A. Philip - Mob. 8606318239

Printed & Published by : BGM, Chengannur
Contact Address :
Raju P. Abraham, Pazhayampallil Grace Land, Mazhukeer,
Kallissery P.O., 689124, Kerala, India - Mob. 9847304781

Those who are burdened to extend fellowship for the Lord’s work in
Odisha and Uttar Pradesh may transfer gifts to the following

Brethren Gospel Mission Trust
A/cNo.17210200001176 - IFSCode:FDRL 0001721.
Federal Bank, Kallissery- Branch.
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ARE WE FAITHFUL?

- Bro. P. E. Samkutty

Thus begins a song written by
David, the singer and King of Israel, in his
anguish. “Save, O LORD; the righteous are
gone. The faithful are few among the sons
of men.” (Psalms 12:1). Not only has there
been no change in this situation even
after centuries, it is getting worse with the
passage of time. Disloyalty and unbelief are
rampant among men.

The fear of God is disappearing. But
“even if we become unfaithful, he remains
faithful” 2 Tim 2:13. Even the little bird
that falls to the ground in the midst of the
hustle and bustle of the marketplace did
not escape our Lord’s attention. The Lord
even cares about the fifth sparrows, which
he gets free when he buys it for two cents.
(In Mathew 10.29 the Lord himself has said
that “one coin is worh two sparrows and in
Luke 12.6 two coins are five sparrows)

He did not retort that even the hairs of
his devotees have been counted. “Our God
does not despise the day of small things”
Zechariah 4:10. How faithful is this God.

A faithful God wants faithfulness from
His devotees. His eye is running over all the
earth to show that he is strong for those
who are focused on him. 2 Chro. 16.9

Faithfulness is what the Lord wants
from His servants and stewards. 1 Cor. 4:2
He does not entrust his work to the wise,
but to those who are faithful. 1 Cor 1: 9
“God is faithful who has called you to the
fellowship of his Son and our Lord Jesus
Christ. 1 Timothy 1: 12

When God has counted us as faithful
by His mercy, we should be faithful to
the maximum. If we want to be faithful
in anything, we must have commitment
to that matter. Our commitment and
loyalty will be commensurate. Let us try
to faithfully fulfill every duty that God has
entrusted to each of us.

There is nothing better in the Christian
life than being a faithful servant of God.
Addressing as faithful servant in public has
become less common these days. Instead,
it is introduced as ‘precious servant; ‘great
servant’and ‘superior servant’. How sweeter
is the title ‘faithful’ than any other epithet .

A faithful servant of the Lord will show
faithfulness in all dealings, attitude and
speech. Remember that he is the servant
of another and is not allowed to walk freely.

May God help us to live as faithful servants

Bro. Roby Thom:
i

Acts 1:1-8 records transition or transfer
of ministry from Jesus to his chosen disci-
ples in crucial juncture, the period between
resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.
The disciples were in dismal state confused
and dejected, but Jesus prepares them to be
his Apostles by convincing them of his res-
urrection and empowering them to be his
witnesses to the uttermost part of the world.
We will see how this saga unfolds.

State of disciples before Crucifixion

After the crucifixion and burial of Jesus,
on the first day of the week women visited
the tomb of Jesus, namely Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James and oth-
er women too (Luke 24:10). They did not
see the body of Christ, they were perplexed
about the situation. And then there appears
two men in dazzling apparel, claiming that
Jesus is not in the tomb “but is risen” (Luke
12:6). Angels reminded the women of what
Jesus has told them about his capture, de-
liverance to the authorities, crucifixion and
resurrection on the third day. These devout
women rightly recalled their master’s teach-
ing about all that he is going to suffer and
faithfully conveyed all that to their master’s
most trusted and trained men ‘the Apostles’
(Luke 24:7-9). But in stark contrast to these
devout women’s response, we see Apostle
were in dejection and denial, they seem to
have lost the plot completely, even though

they were trained under the greatest teacher
ever, our Lord Jesus Christ himself. The kind
of doom which dawned on them was com-
pletely unexpected of them.

They have been to a pretty exciting jour-
ney with Jesus, given their rural fishermen’s
upbringing, they seen the miracles, rhetoric,
wit and Jesus’ non-conformist take on the
Jewish religious norms and standards of the
time almost on daily basis. His sharp retorts
to the Pharisees and scribes might have
amazed the disciples. But after crucifixion
their life came back to kind of normalcy after
over three years of super-spiritual exciting
and ecstatic journey under the spiritual tu-
telage of Jesus Christ. For disciples the Jesus’
crucifixion was kind of anti-climax, it was a
cruel and distressing end for disciples to take
in, as if their worst fear came to fruition. Such
leaning was quite evident from scriptures
where the disciples were not completely in
line with Jesus’plan.

And in my opinion their understanding was
marred by popular messianic expectation of
the Jews in Jesus’ time. They were expecting
a messiah who will usurp the reigning Ro-
man rule and establish a Jewish Kingdom.
The ‘Kingdom of God’ which Jesus preached
throughout the Gospel, was for them a phys-
ical political kingdom. It is evident from their
enquiry about the time of restoration of
kingdom of Israel (Acts 1:6), whereas Jesus



spoke to them about kingdom of God in v. 4
of Acts 1. Jesus did not dismiss the question
but told them not to worry about the time
and season of it, in v.7. Such kingdom will
be established for a millennium on second
coming of Christ.

Also, disciples were not accepting the kind
of death Jesus was embracing to accomplish
the redemption of mankind. Peter, though
accepted that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (Matt. 16:16) but immediate-
ly after Jesus revealed his capture and cruci-
fixion and resurrection of third day in Jeru-
salem, Peter rebuked Jesus, he is not ready
to embrace or understand this truth about
Jesus. Jesus retorted by calling him Satan
and asking to get back as he was an hinder-
ance to Jesus' plans, as Peter’s outlook was
quite human and pitted against the divine
plan of God through his Son Jesus Christ
(Matt.16:23). R.T. France (NICNT) Observes,
“Peter’s typically forthright and immediate
response is unlikely to have expressed his
feeling alone. Just as he spoke for the other
disciples in declaring Jesus to be the Messi-
ah, so now he expresses the horror they all
shared at Jesus’ perverted idea of the Mes-
siah’s mission.”

Immediately after in Chap.17, Jesus with
Peter, James and John took to a mountain
where Jesus transfigured before them. They
saw Moses and Elijah, Peter found it good
for all of them with Jesus to be here, he was
ready to make three tabernacles, for Jesus,
Moses and Elijah. Peter was right as feast
of tabernacle looks back for 40 yrs of wil-
derness wandering, and looking ahead for
Israel’s fully enjoying the Lord’s blessing as
he gathers his people in the land. Although
Peter’s understanding was right but not the
timing, (Bible Knowledge Commentary (BK-
C,NT), 60). Jesus in his first advent has a mis-
sion which was quite contrary to the expec-
tation of the Peter and other disciples. The
ambitions of the Zebedee sons and Jesus’
response to them, also how the remaining
ten disciples were disgruntled at demands
of James and John, shows how disciples had
different understanding and expectation
about Jesus’ mission (Mark 10:35-45).

Disciples immediately after the crucifixion.

As mentioned earlier when the women
brought the good news of the ‘risen Christ’
to the Apostles, their immediate response
was least expected. The disciple thoughts
have gone through the past incidents right
from the triumphal entry to Jerusalem to
expectations of a new earthly kingdom,
and Judas’ betrayal - a trusted fellow disci-
ple. The denial of Jesus by Peter their leader,
the most brutal, undignified, and agonizing
crucifixion of Jesus, the empty tomb and
resurrection story, and the physical showing
up of risen Christ. All these were enough to
confuse them and feel dejected about their
future (BKC NT,344)

And this state of flux is evident from their
series of reactions recorded in the last chap-
ters of the Gospels. Luke records that when
women reported the news of risen Christ, it
“..appeared to them as nonsense and they
did not believe them” (Luke 24:11,NASB).
In Mark, we see that the disciple “...refused
to believe it” (Mark 16:11), in v.14 Jesus re-
proached disciples “for their disbelief and
hardness of heart” According to John's Gos-
pel, disciples yet “... did not understand the
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead”
and “then the disciples went back to their
homes. (John 20:9-10), they were under the
“fear of the Jews” v.19. Peter from the voca-
tion of being the “fishers of men” as follower
of Jesus (Matt.4:19), went back to his old pro-
fession of fishing with six other disciples. This
following of six disciples affirms his leader-
ship traits (John 21:1-5). And rightly so, since
Peter has a family to fend for. He also had a
sense of failure over his sin of denying the
Lord. But their failure in the old profession of
fishing without Jesus gave them new direc-
tion for their lives ahead (BKC NT, 344).

The Lord Jesus continues to restore Peter.
Jesus asks Peter three times,“Do you love me
more than these?” following his appearance
on the Sea of Galilee to disciples who had re-
treated to their old profession. This question
enables him to realize his true condition and
past failures and come back with repentance
and live as a witness for the Lord. May God
help and bless us to be witnesses of Christ
(To be continued)
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The mission trip began on 3rd

of March 2023, our first stop was Jaipur. On
the next day we visited Phulera nearby place
where Evg. Rajendra Thundi is serving Lord,
the Church is gathering in their house. They
are looking for a piece of land to build the
assembly building. We had special meetings
on Saturday and Sunday evening at Jaipur
Assembly Hall, and on Sunday worshipped
with saints of Jaipur Assembly.
On 6th March we reached Rai Singh Nagar to
Bro. Barish Francis’ house. He had arranged
a two day youth retreat for youth’s from ad-
joining Churches. We had fruitful time with
youth sharing the word and understanding
their challenges in current times in the bibli-
cal perspective.

We also met veteran Evangelist Darshan
Singh and family on the 8th of March at
Ganga Nagar. We had a soulful time with the
Church at Ganganagar and also had person-

al time with Evg. Darshan Singh and family,
could hear their testimony. We also went to
Kaliyan, a nearby place and met Evg. Nirmal
Singh and assembly, could spent an evening
with him and saints there.

On 9th March we went to Abhor (Punjab)
to Evg. Richard Garu’s house. There we met
Evg. P.B. Samuel and Evg. Rajendra Singh. We
had a time of fellowship and sharing with
these servants of God understanding their
challenges and needs and prayed with them.

We came back to Jaipur, on 10th March we
attended the Rajasthan Workers Meet at Jai-
pur Assembly. Had a great time of fellowship
and sharing, could hear testimonies from
servants across Rajasthan. We went to Sikar
on 11th, a Brahmin convert from the area,
Bro. Santhosh Sharma is working there, Lord
has saved many people in this area through
radio ministry and other means. We met
few of these secret believers, they don’t



have any fellowship in this area. On 12th
March Sunday we worshipped with Alwar
Assembly. Met few students from the Bible
Institute, also visited the new site bought
by Evg. T.J. Joseph, this is a big tract of land,
over 2 acres. He intends to build facility and
infrastructure to conduct meetings and con-
ferences, to be used by the brethren’s from
North India.

Reached Prayagraj (UP) on 13th morning
for two days Evangelist’s meet, nine evan-
gelist’s participated and had good time of
fellowship, sharing and praying. On 14th
and 15th we visited Janghai and Kangapur,
where Evangelist Rajkumar and Rajneesh
are toiling for the Lord. Evangelist Ra jku-
mar Maurya accompanied us with his car to
entire stretch of our UP trip. We also went
to Bro. Vijay’s, who is also staying in village
50 km from Robertsganji without any fellow-
ship, currently Bro, Shiju has started meet-
ings on Saturday. We also met at this home
Evg. Ravi from Madhepur Bihar.We met Evg.
Shiju James and family at Robertsganj and
could spend the evening with the family.

We had an family meet at Jafferabad (Mir-
zapur Dist.) at Evg. Dashrath’s house. Six ser-
vants of God and their families and assembly
members gathered. We could have time of
fellowship and prayer with these servants
of God. Bro. Chandrika shown his desire to
serve the Lord full time.

Worshipped the Lord with the saints of
Varanasi, met veteran Evg. Dayashankar, his
health is deteriorating. We could meet him
and have fellowship with him. We also met
a German missionary family, who came on
student visa to learn Hindi. They intend to be
missionaries in India.

We visited Etawah and met Evg. Suresh and
family, also Evg. Ajay Chauhan in Etah. Went
to Pilibhit to meet Evg. Sanjeev Joelnath,
could spent the night with the them know-

ing about their ministry and challenges.
They are need of an separate assembly hall
as they are gathering in their house, which
has its own limitations.

We reached Muzzafarpur met Evg. Sam
Shive Kumar, who is serving the Lord in Saha-
ranpur and Chutmalpur, get to know about
the ministry, challenge and prayed with him,
he also briefed us about the well being of
family of late Evg. Seth Sangaiah. In Muzza-
farpur we met Evg. Vishal and his wife Daly.
The trip concluded on 23rd of March.

In UP we witnessed increased persecution
and opposition, but it was quite encouraging
to see how Lord is wonderfully working with
his people and adding people to Church. The
zeal and enthusiasm of local workers were
infectious, we were greatly encouraged and
edified by their testimonies.

Evangelists meet Allahabad

Famly meet Jafferabad at

Bro. Dashrath’s house

Odisha- Prayer updates

Evg.Renjith-Jajpur

1.Praise be to the Lord for enabling us to conduct
a prayer meeting at Nandapur, Bhadrak.( Every 2nd
Thursday).

2.we gather with college students with the help of
Evangelical Union prayer cells at Bhadrak. Through
this the Lord may enable us to get contacts through
these students in and around Bhadrak.

3.We have met some workers at Dhamnagar, Bhadrak.
Praying for the opportunity to start a prayer meeting
for them.

4 Continue to pray for the Jajpur Assembly believers'
growth in God's word.

5.God has blessed sis. Anjali with a baby girl. And Sis.
Amrutha is waiting for the delivery. Continue to pray
for their health.

6.Children's study (Ailsaliora -6th std and Ronicalael-4th
std) and the Lord to take care of every need.

Evg. Shreedhar. Samson.

1. Please do pray for Keonjhar ministry as well as requ-
lar outreach and bible study here.

2.Pray foran Assembly hall need, as We are gathering
in two places at present.

3.Thereis a believer (TrithaBasi patra), who is suffering
fromTB and kidney problems. Please pray for his
recovery.

4.Please do pray for some believers ready to take baptism,

5. Pray for my house rent and Keonjhar ministry needs.

Evg. Ajaykumar Nanda. Sonpur

1) Please pray for Gudpada village ministry (Boudh).

2) Radhiapali village ministry Ulunda block of Sonepu
District.

3) The two school going children’s needs.

4) My father’s health not good, having chest pain. He is
under medication.

5) Myself, my wife and two sons are also suffering by viral
fever, headache, cough and sneezing too.

5) Please pray for some new contacts in Balangir district..

Evg. Sanjib Maharana. Jagatsingpur

1. Pray for the Lord's work at Jagatsingpur district of Odisha.

2. Pray for the Lord's work at kujang block, where the Lord's
work started and we gather at this place.

3. Pray for the salvation of those people .( sister Jotsna,
swapna and Rani,brother Surendra, Gudan, Suman,
Jiban and Sarbeswar, Rames and family.

4. Pray for Jagatsingpur and Ersama block and follow up
work is going on in this place. ( brother Bablu and
Surendra, and Biswanath)

Evg. Purandar Behera. Deogarth

1. Please pray for the ministry of Deogarh District.

2. Pray for the outreach gospel ministry, God willing,
planned for April 2nd week.

3. Pray for the follow-up ministry.

4. Pray for the salvation of brothers and sisters.

5. pray for the family and needs of the ministry.

Evg. Jugal Naik. Daspalla. Odisha

1) Pray for the assembly activities

2) Spiritual growth of the believers

3) A believer (Amit) requested to pray for his father and
elder brother’s salvation

4) Continue to pray for sister (Kanak), she has gone to her
home and requested us to pray

5) Also pray for the salvation of my father and younger
brother

6) Doing personal evangelism and pray for the fruits

Evg. Udayanath James.Angul Dist .

1) please pray bro. Sitharth, as he was blessed with a
baby boy. Dedication and name giving service will
be conducted tomorrow at his home at kandara
Singha, Dist-Dhenkanal. So, as a family we are
going tomorrow.

2) please pray for joga aunty and bro. Lingaraj as their
health is not well.

3) please pray for bro.Tikan and bro.Bipini’s family need
and their ministry.

4) please pray for our two sons’readmission in this year.

5) please pray for kamagara, mandapal, kharidali,
kushpada, Bahandai village ministry.

6) please pray for assembly hall need for Baghuabol
brethren Assembly and Bahandai brethren assembly.



Capital

Districts
Villages
Evangelists
Population
Christian
Muslims
Hindu
Others

1 Evangelists
44 Assemblies
29 Districts
9 Districts

Pray for Madhya Pradesh

:Bhopal

457

155,392

:50

: 8.7 Crores

:0.3%

16.4%

:91.1%

: 2.2%

: For 18 lakh people

: 8.7 crore people
:No Assembly Testimonies
:have new work.

Pray for MP. 29 districts have no assembly testimonies.

37 Then He said to His disciples, The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few.

38 “Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out
workers into His harvest.”

Matthew 9:36-38
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