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We too are going
to face similar
temptations this
new year as
Satan comes to
us questioning
God’s word and
creating doubt in
our minds about
the goodness of
God. As Eve’s
eyes were drawn
towards the for-
bidden fruit, we
too will be drawn
towards many
attractive things
that God has
forbidden us to
even look at. Such
temptations with
a strong sensual
appeal is not easy
to resist.

John Kurian

==and
A GOOD NEWS

at the dawn of the New year

t the dawn of this New year, we are faced with a bad

news and a good news. The bad news is, as the time
is drawing to its close, the devil is intensifying his attacks
against God and his people “with great wrath, knowing that
he has a short time” (Rev.12:12 (This verse in its context
refers to the testing which is to come upon those who dwell
upon the earth, after rapture. The devil wants to make the
most of the short period which remains before he is bound
and cast into the abyss). But here we apply this in a general
sense of the Devil's intensified activities in these last days
affecting and influencing believers also.

The New York Times, in reporting on a survey by the Barna
Group, noted that two-thirds of Americans do not believe in
the devil as a living entity. Satan wants us to think he does
not exist. We must remember that the Word of God talks
about the Devil and his activities multiple times. The devil
is a real entity, not a fictious character in some fairy tale. In
fact, immediately after God created Adam and Eve the very
next thing the Bible talks about is Satan

One of the first things we need to bear in mind, is that our
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour (1 Pet.5:8). As he knows that he has
very little time before him, he will use all his tactics to attack
and deceive the people of God. We understand from God’s
guestion to Satan in Job 2:1-7 (“Have you considered My
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servant Job?") that Satan makes a note
of each one of us as he has been going
to and fro on the earth and walking back
and forth on it. So, each day how many
times he must have crossed by you and
me and we have not known it!!!

David Jeremiah, the well-known Bible
teacher makes this interesting comment
about Satan’s strategy. “He keeps a file on
you, and inside that file are all the strate-
gies he’s tried on you—the ones that have
worked and the ones that he failed. That's
one big reason why you experience strug-
gle and discouragement in your Christian
experience”.

Therefore, we are exhorted in Eph.6:11
to “put on the full armour of God, so that
you will be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil.” The word ‘schemes’
here can be defined as a plan of action, an
elaborate and systematic plan for a course
of action designed to achieve a major or
overall aim. These are specific schemes,
“tailor made” for each person knowing our
weaknesses and inclination to certain sins.
Paul writes in 2 Cor 2:11 “We are not ig-
norant of his schemes”.

God wants us to know about Satan and
his strategies so that we can be on our
guard against his schemes. That will save
us from the traps he has laid for us on our
path. We must never underestimate the
power of Satan. It is a fact that the most
intelligent among all created being is Sa-
tan (The Septuagint refers to the serpent
in Gen.3:1 as ‘the wisest of any beast in
the field’.)

In Genesis 3, we see how Satan tempted
the first human being. From the description
of this temptation, we learn how we too are
tempted along the same lines. (Both the
Old and the New Testaments begin with
description of Satan tempting people - the
Old Testament with the temptation of Adam
and Eve, and the New Testament with the
temptation of Jesus)

We too are going to face similar temp-
tations this new year as Satan comes to

We too will be tempted
to gratify the sensual ap-
petites of our body and
mind outside the will of
God. We will experience
a strong inner compul-
sion to act against our
conscience and satisfy
our legitimate bodily de-
sires in illegitimate ways.
When the tempter came
to Jesus in Mathew 4, Je-
sus also was tempted to
turn the stone in to bread
and act outside the Fa-
ther’s will to satisfy his
hunger.

us questioning God’s word and creating
doubt in our minds about the goodness of
God. As Eve's eyes were drawn towards
the forbidden fruit, we too will be drawn
towards many attractive things that God
has forbidden us to even look at. Such
temptations with a strong sensual appeal
is not easy to resist.

We too will be tempted to gratify the sen-
sual appetites of our body and mind out-
side the will of God. We will experience
a strong inner compulsion to act against
our conscience and satisfy our legitimate
bodily desires in illegitimate ways. When
the tempter came to Jesus in Mathew 4,
Jesus also was tempted to turn the stone
in to bread and act outside the Father’s will
to satisfy his hunger. We should always be
conscious of Satan’s attack in this area and
be prepared to handle it. Remember that
Jesus used the Word of God as a weapon
as he faced temptations.

6 mgl felsY=Ya0))a o) 2m)6l - ean(enyaIc]



As in the garden of Eden, we too will be
prompted to focus on the temporary than
on the eternal, the material than the spir-
itual. Eve focused her eyes on what she
saw — a fruit attractive to her eyes and
fell into sin. Satan will bring before us the
riches and glory of this material world and
draw our minds to them. John'’s instruction
in his first epistle ch.2:15-17 “love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
world” warns us against this temptation.
We will also be faced with the temptation
to bow before Satan and compromise on
biblical principles to gain a little more mon-
ey, popularity, or position as in the third
temptation our saviour faced. Let us remind
ourselves of God’'s command “You shall
worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only”(Mat.4:4)

The spirit of Satan is the spirit of hatred,
murder, deception and lying. Jesus stated
this clearly in John 8:44. When we entertain
any of these characters, we are giving place
to the Devil.(We are instructed in Eph.4:27
—"Give no place to the Devil")

1 John 3:12 says that Cain slew his broth-
er because he was of ‘that wicked one’.
Apostle John continues in v.14,15 “He that
loveth not his brother abideth in death.
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:
and ye know that no murderer hath eternal
life abiding in him”.

See the consequences Ananias and Sap-
phirain Acts 5 suffered because of allowing
Satan to ‘fill their heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit?". In 1 Kings 22:22 —in the history of
king Ahab and king Jehoshaphat, we read
of an evil spirit coming forward saying, ‘he
will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth
of all his prophets’. All temptations to hate
and to lie comes from the devil and needs
to be resisted.

Rev.12:10 calls Satan ‘the accuser of our
brethren’ and that reminds us that we are
taking sides with him when we open our
mouth to accuse others.

Satan wants to see all of us always un-
happy, depressed and discouraged, not

Satan wants to see all
of us always unhappy,
depressed and discour-
aged, not enjoying the
abundant life Christ
gives. Instead of obey-
ing the scriptural man-
date to give thanks in
everything, he wants us
to murmur, complain,
be irritated and angry
about little things in life.
Remember he will come
to us with his tactics to
mess up our life and rob
us of all the good things
like, joy, peace, rest, and
victory in Christ Jesus.

enjoying the abundant life Christ gives.
Instead of obeying the scriptural mandate
to give thanks in everything, he wants us to
murmur, complain, be irritated and angry
about little things in life. Remember he will
come to us with his tactics to mess up our
life and rob us of all the good things like,
joy, peace, rest, and victory in Christ Jesus.

Here is an important thing we need to
know. Satan cannot make us sin. He can
put snares before us and tempt us to sin.
This he does by influencing our thoughts
and minds. Our minds are the greatest
battlefields of our lives. If we have victory
over our minds, then we have won the
victory over Satan. We sin only when we
exercise our will and choose to sin, in re-
sponse to the promptings of Satan. God
never makes anyone evil. It is when we
open ourselves to the spirit of Satan that
we make ourselves evil. He can mess up
our life only of we give him entry and permit
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him to do so. Satan could not have plucked
the fruit and thrust it into Eve’s mouth by
force if she had said ‘NO’ to him. If Satan
has power over our lives, it is because we
walk in darkness, living in some secret sin,
entertaining a spirit of complaint, bitterness,
unforgiveness, worry and anxiety.

This makes us responsible for our failures
and sins in life. Are we not guilty of the
many sins mentioned above that plague
us because of giving opportunity to the
Devil in our life? We must repent of all
those occasions in our past life when we
allowed the Devil to influence us and make
us sin. Make restitution for our failures,
wherever possible, giving back what we
have cheated or acquired wrongly, and
ask the Lord to forgive us.

While the news of Satan’s intensified activ-
ities in these last days come to us as a bad
news, we have good news too to encourage
us. Know that GOD WILL ALWAYS BE ON
YOUR SIDE AGAINST SATAN.

The Bible says “Submit to God. Resist the
devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
If we choose to deliberately yield every
area of our life to the Lord and live a life
of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, we will
have the strength to resist the Devil and
he will not be able to defeat us in anything.

1 John 4:4 gives us the assurance “He who
is in you is greater than he who is in the
world”. Why should we fear Satan when
One mighty to save is within us?

If we keep ourselves from every form of
sin and defilement, the Devil will not have
any power over our lives. This is promised
in 1 John 5:18 “he who has been born of
God keeps himself, and the wicked one
does not touch him”.

1 Peter 5:5 teaches us “God gives grace
to the humble”. If we maintain an attitude
of humility and total dependence on God,
sufficient grace, that is God’s strength to
help us in our weakness will be given to us.

The promise in Proverbs 12:21 “There shall

gl fels?=Yao)la o)

no evil happen to the just” is another word
of comfort for God’s children. Therefore,
we ned not be discouraged if we are faced
with intensified attacks of the Devil in the
new year. We can be sure that God will
never lead us to places that are harmful
for us. Otherwise, the Holy Spirit would not
have led Jesus to be tempted by Satan.
whenever God does permit Satan to come
through, we can be certain that it will be
for our good.

We should make the Word of God our main
weapon (as Jesus did in Mat.4) as we are
confronted with Satan’s temptations.

According to American theologian, John
Piper, Satan is an unwitting (unintentional)
servant of our sanctification. Itis because
he is there, that we can recognize our own
wickedness of heart, word, and deed. Itis
because he is there, we can know we have
a fallen nature which is prone to temptation
and to make mistakes. Thereby we under-
stand we need a saviour who can rescue
us. When we have this saviour in our lives,
we are enabled to overcome the enemy.

Satan himself states in Job 1:10 that God
has made a hedge around us, around our
household, and around all that we have
on every side. This means that Satan can
never touch any child of God - their bodies,
their families, or their possessions without
God’s permission. God’s promise in Ps
.34:7 “The angel of the Lord encamps all
around those, who fear Him, and delivers
them” should encourage us.

Whenever Satan is allowed to touch us
or trouble us in any way, it is always with
the purpose that we might become more
like Christ in our lives, more free from the
temporary things of earth, and more heav-
enly-minded.

It is a good news that the Sovereign God
of the universe is our heavenly Father and
He is in total control of even what Satan
tries to do to us.

Let us face this new year with this great
confidence.
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There may be
many incidents
in the past
years for which
we rejoice or
regret. But the
past is gone
into a never re-
turning history.
The experi-
ences we went
through would
probably have
taught us great
lessons in life.
A penitent heart
and a confess-
ing mouth is al-
ways honoured
by God.

ach time we cross over from an old year to a New Year,

we remember the mercies of God that led us through the
past years of our lives. And we stand at the threshold of the
New Year with the REST OF OUR TIME in hand. Apostle Pe-
ter says that the rest of our lives must be more conforming
to the will of God, than ever before. “Therefore, since Christ
suered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same
mind, for he who has suered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh
for the lusts of men, but for the will of God” (1 Pet.4:1-2). As
we bid adieu to the old year, we stand with a great challenge
of handling the REST OF OUR TIME before us. There may
be many incidents in the past years for which we rejoice or
regret. But the past is gone into a never returning history. The
experiences we went through would probably have taught us
great lessons in life. A penitent heart and a confessing mouth
is always honoured by God. When God has forgiven us, there
is no power above Him that can accuse us. Even though God
allows certain consequences to follow us, He always gives us
the grace to bear with it.

Today the greater challenge before us is, handling the REST
OF OUR TIME remaining with us. When we talk in terms of
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Time is a great gift God
has given to man. God
has established the
creation in such a way
that it takes the earth 24
hours to rotates in its
axis and a full year to go
around the sun. Then
the whole thing repeats
year by year. Because
of this creational order,
today we can plan every
move of our life specifi-
cally marked by hours,
days or years. We can
mark a beginning and
the end for every task in
terms of hours or days.

years, a year is just a bundle of 365 days
and a day is bundled with 24 hours. Each
hour, each minute and moment has a
contribution to fulfil a year. We often plan
for a whole year and make decisions at
the threshold of every New Year. But un-
less we consider the importance of each
minute and moment, we may not see
ourselves succeeded at the end of the
year. God in His sovereign will has re-
vealed many of His plans to us in terms
of years. Lifespan of the early patriarchs
are mentioned in years, Israel’s history
and exile counted by number of years, the
tribulation and millennium specified by the
number of years. Therefore, as we pass
each year of our lives it is a milestone. We
reach much closer to our final destination.
“And do this, knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep; for
now our salvation is nearer than when
we first believed.” (Rom.13:11). While we
watch the happenings around the world,
we have every reason to believe that the
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coming of the Lord is at hand. The time
left before us is very short. Therefore the
REST OF OUR TIME becomes very im-
portant and valuable in our lives. We can-
not do anything much for the past that has
passed, but we can do a lot for the REST
OF OUR TIME before us.

Time is a great gift God has given to
man. God has established the creation
in such a way that it takes the earth 24
hours to rotates in its axis and a full year
to go around the sun. Then the whole
thing repeats year by year. Because of
this creational order, today we can plan
every move of our life specifically marked
by hours, days or years. We can mark a
beginning and the end for every task in
terms of hours or days. We can plan how
we have to spend the twenty four hours
of each day. Imagine, if we did not have
this systematically designed time system,
what would be the state of human life? It
would be a chaos without any measurable
beginning and end for anything. God has
limited our lifespan to 70 years or 80 years
as the Psalmist says. The early years of
his life, man is dependent on his parents
and guardians. The latter years of his
life, man is often dependent on children
or caretakers. Only the prime part of his
lifespan is at his own planning. “Most
assuredly, | say to you, when you were
younger, you girded yourself and walked
where you wished; but when you are old,
you will stretch out your hands, and anoth-
er will gird you and carry you where you
do not wish.” (Jn. 21:18). We have to so
carefully plan the REST OF OUR TIME in
such a way that the perfect will of God be
fulfilled through our lives. As we stand at
the threshold of this New Year, let us gain
the wisdom from God and plan our lives.

If we plan our lives according to our wis-
dom, there are every chance that we might
fail for we are finite and feeble. Our God

RMAIC] - ean(enyAIC]




Time is a Godgiven re-
source to man and God
has been very impar-
tial to man in giving the
time. Be it the most suc-
cessful person in the
world or the least known
person on earth, every-
one is given only twenty
four hours a day, not a
minute more or less to
anyone. In that case the
success of a person de-
pends on how well he
uses the available time
in life, and not because
he has more time than
others.

who has assigned a specific time span for
each one of us, has also assigned a spe-
cific task for us to accomplish through the
time we are given in this life. The task we
are to accomplish has been prepared in
advance and then He created us accord-
ingly. “For we are His workmanship, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we should
walk in them” (Eph.2:10). We have to walk
the REST OF OUR TIME in the plan that
God has designed for us. Therefore un-
derstanding the perfect will of God in our
life is very important. It is worth evaluating
how we spent the past year and years of
our life. Not to regret and mourn over the
failures, but to understand and correct
ourselves to be back in the plan of God.
We need wisdom to plan the REST OF
OUR TIME, not our human wisdom, but
he who lacks wisdom must ask the Lord
for the wisdom that God gives.

As we stand at the beginning of a New

Year, we realise that we have learned
many life lessons through the life expe-
riences we passed through in the past.
Now is the time that we need to learn
from the Lord to plan the REST OF OUR
TIME. Moses in his prayer says “So teach
us to number our days, That we may gain
a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Facing
the life is not just submitting to anything
that comes, but to face boldly with strong
strategies and planning. It is something to
be learnt and we need to ask the Lord to
teach us to number our days. Out of the
eighty years of the lifespan that Moses
tells in his psalm, almost half of it is our
young life and our old age life. Practically
we are left with only about forty years of
energetic productive years on an average.
Out of that how many years are left before
us now? That is the REST OF OUR TIME.
Out of the twenty four hours of each day,
almost an average of twelve hours a man
takes for his rest, sleep and relaxing. We
can actively be at work only for about half
the day. Here comes the importance of
each hour and minute of our life that we
spend.

Time is a Godgiven resource to man and
God has been very impartial to man in giv-
ing the time. Be it the most successful per-
son in the world or the least known person
on earth, everyone is given only twenty
four hours a day, not a minute more or
less to anyone. In that case the success
of a person depends on how well he uses
the available time in life, and not because
he has more time than others. How we
spend each hour of the given twenty four
hours of the day matters much in our lives.
We indulge or involve in several activities
in our daily life. Not all of them are essen-
tial or fruitful, but we spend our time in it
as a routine or habit in life. Success does
not come to a person just because he has
the skill or ability. Time and opportunity is
given to everyone and how one uses the
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given opportunity brings the success of a
person. “The race is not to the swift, Nor
the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the
wise, Nor riches to men of understanding,
Nor favor to men of skill; But time and
chance happen to them all. For man also
does not know his time: Like fish taken in
a cruel net, Like birds caught in a snare,
So the sons of men are snared in an evil
time, When it falls suddenly upon them”
(Ecc.9:11-12). Every circumstance and
every moment is an opportunity that God

gives to us. Moreover we are all account-
able to God for using this time resource
that God has given to us.

Today is the first day of the REST OF
OUR TIME. This year is the first year of
the rest of our years. Let us make a good
beginning to see a good ending. Let us
plan our lives in such a way, that we can
leave something worth to the generations
to follow us. “l can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me” (Phil.4:13).
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Gather the riches of God’s promises.
Nobody can take away from you
those texts from the Bible which you
have learned by heart.

- Corrie Ten Boom
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