JESUS WILL USE YOU

God will use you, to testify for Him
by causing your joy to fill to the brim.,

Then your faith, will spill right over
bringing to Him others much closer.

God will employ you, to do His business
by causing your hope to be a witness.

Then your trust, in Jesus will low
and others the Way you will show.

God will use you, any way He can
to bring the lost . ... to the Son of Man!

by - Deborah Ann
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BIBLICAL TENETS IN CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

By Oommen Philip, Trivandrum
It has pleased God to reveal His plan, will and desire for the marriage

and family life of all God’s children. These tenets are given to us in His
Book of Love, the Bible, to humanity. God expects every one of His children
to follow these truths in order to lead a happy, satisfying and successful
family life. These truths are universal and all pervasive and applicable at
all times, places and cultures. Let's summarize these tenets in order to
lay strong foundation for our family lives in modern times.

Basic family truths

Marriage is a relationship established by God. The idea is His and
He did everything to join two lives together for supernatural objectives
(Genesis 1:27-31).

Marriage is God'’s resolve to remove loneliness and friendlessness
in human beings (Genesis 2:18; Psalms 68:6).

God has established a family as a basic unit to create a moral
society where a couple is put in a personal cubicle called a family
with dignity, privacy, exclusive friendship and mutual trust (1
Corinthians 7:2).

Itis God who joins together a man and a woman whom God created
as two unique personalities and make them complementary to each
other. God bless them as a unique entity and give them unity in
purpose, one common name and same goals in life to pursue. The
couple is expected to follow this philosophy in family life (Genesis
5:1-2).

In marriage, the couple is expected to join together in the physical,
emotional, volitional, spiritual and intellectual realms of life. Here
two lives enjoy and experience holy detachment from all other
relationships and join together to share wide and varied experiences
for mutual care, satisfaction and fulfillment (Genesis 2:24).

Marriage is a permanent relationship while both are here on earth
(Romans 7:2-3).

It has great spiritual significance — Husband is a picture of Jesus
Christ and wife a picture of the Church which is His Bride (Ephesians
5:31-32; Matthew 19:4-6).

Marriage is a partnership, deep mutual friendship, teamwork,
cooperation, fellowship, collaboration and mutual sharing of a man
and a woman for a life time (Matthew 19:4-6).
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e AChristian marriage is a one-way walk where Jesus, man and woman
hold hands together and go on a pilgrimage (1 Corinthians 7:3-5;
Ephesians 5:21-6:4).

e All marriages start in happiness, thrill, and excitement and with
great expectations; but all marriages before the rapture end in tears
(Genesis 2:22-24; Genesis 23:1-2).

< Marriage exhibits the couples’ vulnerabilities, weaknesses, failures
and defeats to each other, thus making them humble. At the same
time, marriage exhibits the couples’ built-up strengths to themselves
and others if they take pains to build it up.

* Marriage is neither a battleground to win war between the couple
nor a playground to score goals to each other. It is a two-member
team working together to accomplish divine purposes in this world
(1 Corinthians 7:1-7; Ephesians 5:22-32; 1 Peter 3:7).

< Asthe founder of marriage, God intends it for the blessings, comfort,
joy, satisfaction, mutual building up, support and encouragement of
the couple. Both the partners must work hard for these goals to be
accomplished with the help of the Holy Spirit through the exercise
of faith. Together they must guard against the wiles of the enemy to
destroy their family life (John 10:10).

* Marriage takes place in heaven, butitis lived in the rough patches
of the world here on earth. The couple should be aware of the fact
that the enemy is around to use his strategy to destroy it (1 Peter
5:8).

* Marriage is a place of sacrifice of one’s life for the life partner, a
place of surrender of love for each other, opportunity to give oneself
to the other person, a place to build each other up within a life time
and a platform to explore, serve, understand and enjoy each other
(1 Corinthians &;3-4; Psalms 128; Proverbs 18:22).

* Marriage is a school of God where the couple learns patience, trust,
forgiveness and faithfulness together.

e ltis aschool of love where the life partners, whom God gave to each
other as the greatest gift in life, to learn to love each other, even if
they are found to be not-so-lovable and not-so-likable. But this
might be an illusion or a reality that is experienced by one or both
the couple sometime after getting married. If it is an illusion, they
must work together in prayer to build it up in such a way that it
becomes a reality.

e Itis a school for a life time for the couple to learn from each other
great lessons in life.

* |ttakes a diamond to cut another diamond and so the enemy of our
souls uses us, the diamonds of Jesus, to cut and inflict pain on
each other, if we allow him. When we cut and bruise each other with
unpleasant or unkind words, attitude and behavior, it will hurt both
the spouses. It will also affect the children when the spouses quarrel
in their presence, leaving them discouraged, and drive them to
backsliding and even to lose their faith.
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Getting to know and mutual building up

The spouses ought to love each other without reservation. If they
lack the ability to do so, they may pray and seek the help of God for
mutual love.

The couples ought to understand each other through free flow of
communication: verbal, non-verbal —with eyes/gestures/sound/signs/
body movements.

They may build up their understanding of each other as they are
engaged in joint family activities as partners.

Their understanding of each other may grow as they spend time
together at home and outside during household chores, spiritual
activities, social interactions and leisure.

The husband and wife should build each other up as they experience
each other in their attitude, actions and behavior and exhibit spirituality
towards each other. They may facilitate mutual spiritual build-up
through regular times of prayer together and the study of the Word
which will help them to understand the various areas of spiritual needs
of each other.

The couple may get to know each other better as they are involved in
spiritual ministries together.

They may find out more about each other as they share their interests
and desires individually and for each other.

When the couple engages in handling of problems, burdens, desires,
likes, dislikes and priorities of each other, their insights about each
other will enhance.

When they converse together, the couple will be able to give up
selfish interests and give in for the other person’s priorities, likes
and dislikes and thus understand and accept each other without
prejudice.

The couple will get a better picture of the true nature and character
of each other as they bear each other’s concerns, pains, failures,
losses and defeats over a period of time.

The couple’s understanding of each other will enhance as they
receives suggestions, advises, counsels, clarifications, corrections
and insights about issues and matters of concerns from each other
and for mutual interest.

The couple will gain mutual exposure as they plan and execute
activities and projects of common interests and concerns and slowly
develop team spirit.

The husband and wife will better understand each other as they help
and support each other in times of personal challenges, testing,
sicknesses and weaknesses on the one side and success and victory
on the other.
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The natural, unregenerate man

Generally speaking, the unregenerate man is likely to have some
of the following general characteristics in different degrees and intensity,
with ups and downs at different times and places:

e Man is habitually rough in voice, body, hands and dealings

» He generally desires to control, rule and show his strength, especially
over his spouse (Genesis 3:16)

» He invariably deals with his spouse through his innate nature and
tries to makes his spouse submit to him through demands, oppression,
suppression, force, threat, challenge, shouts, intimidation, terrorism,
deprivation, denial, challenge, and even verbal and physical abuse
and other persuasive tactics

The regenerate man in backsliding may still exhibit the inclinations
of the natural man which are indicated above. The regenerate man who
lives a repentant life may not exhibit such inclinations, but if he
unfortunately falls into it, will repent of his failures in these and will reconcile
with his spouse in all his failures.

The natural, unregenerate woman

The unregenerate woman generally exhibits some of the following
characteristics and traits in behavior, attitude and thinking:

» The woman wants equality and consideration at par with man in all
matters

* In the pursuit of the above goal, she is supported by worldly education
— the enquiring mind, which has the tendency to question everything,
everywhere and every time.

» The woman who has the capacity or opportunity to have independent
income gives her independentthlnking, planning and acting demands
that her independence be recognized and accepted by her spouse.
She usually fights to achieve this goal.

* Inthe modern times, the woman is increasingly engaged in professional
or other work life. She is often a working wife and sometimes earning
more money than her husband which makes her feel proud and superior
in many respects in the family and outside. This may impact her attitude
and behavior towards her spouse and make her more assertive.

» The media has given her newer ideas of equality in the society and the
Lamti)ly %Ind motivates her to gain upper hand in her relation with her
usband.

» She has more practical wisdom when he is more a theoretician. So
when he is conceptually right, she is practically right. These make
them wonder as to who the winner is and who the looser.

» She desires to control him which is part of the curse she received from
God after the fall of man (Genesis 3:16/4:17).

The secret of a happy and satisfying family life is when these
natural and unregenerate nature and traits of us is allowed to be
transformed into supernatural qualities, behavior and attitudes. It's possible
only when we submit ourselves and our priorities to the Holy Spirit and
allow Him full control of us all.

_Let it be our motto in family life to please and glorify the Founder
and Builder of our families and to please our spouses. e
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HOW MUCH CREMT DID THE SCOTSMAN GET?

Remember about the Scotchman who dropped a five dollar bill into
the collection plate, instead of a dollar bill? Afier church was over, he tried
to get back his $5.00 hitl “Na ma” said the astute elder, money that ve paid
to the Lord is a returnable. *Well then,” commented the Scotchman, ar least
[ ger 55,00 worth of credit in Heaven [ nol” annownced the elder. You'll
get the 51,00 worth that vou meant to drop in. The balance is just velvet for
the Lord ™

PRAISE WHEN IN AFFLICTION

Following the death of s hittle girl, Esther, an African Pastor gave
this lestimony everything God does 15 good. We liked having Esther with us,
but she belongs to God She was His to do with as He pleased. It is hard for
us to have her gone, but we thank God for taking her, She eried here, but
now (od has wiped away her tears. She was sick here, but she will never
be sick there. There arc troubles, tnals, hard things here, but she will never
experience them because she is with God. God's will is sometimes hard, bat
it is always sweet to me”. Such pains must be especially pleasing to God.
We read in the Word of God, “Giving thanks alwavs for all things unto God
and the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:2(1)

THE BEDTIME STORY

AFAMOUS PREEACHER bad been telling his small grand-daughier
a bedtime story that held her breathless attention. At the end of the tale,
when she had recovered her poise, she demanded, “Grand-father, was that
a true story, of were vou just preaching? Obviously, carmesiness and absolute
sincerity as well as truthfulness, are basic to all successful preaching.

TRUE CHRISTIAN

Being a Chnstian does not mean thar life will be easy. Why should
it? Chnist became man, and His life could not have been barder, His death
more crucl, As He suffered himself, so is He able to help those who are
being tested (Heb. 2:18) We need to pray fora rock-like faith, that will not
oive way when storms and winds beat on i Easy o say, very hard when it
comes o the point. But looking back, [ realise I was being supported. The
cverlasting arms were beneath me. They never faiked, cven if at times [ did,
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CHURCH REACHES QUT TO ASSAM

This years floods and {andslides in Assam have taken a tragic
toll of 186 hawes, as of July 20, Though the finods have receded,
the relief and rehabiltation work conbnues. A number of church
groups have rushed emergency aqd 1o thousands of victims. \While
the =Presbyteran Church of Mizoram has earmarked Rs. 8 lakhs
for ralef operations, Caritgs India has also stepped up im a big way, Two Chistian
whatsapp care groups in Bengaluru raised sufficsant funds o provide a months
rations lar 16 families:

MAKING A JOYFUL NDISE TO HIM

What began in 1987 as a small-church and school for five Deaf children
in Cimapur, Magaland, continues: to be the only schaol and church far the Deaf n
the anime siate or Magaland. While the physical church attandanscs s now around
1000, Deal pecple from all over the states of Nagaland, Manmpur, Assam,
Mizoram, Meghalaya and other pans of the country virtually attend the service
through lve streaming. Besides having all the regular Services or 8 normal church,
a team also wisits churchas, prisons, schools and other physically challenged
people 1o sham God's love with them. The Deafl Biblical Menistry, or DEM as it 15
caled, was nilated through Rev, Yanger Walling and Amongla, Thay warg based
in Bangalore before being called to minister to deaf children In Nagaland. (For
furiher details please check their facebook page.)

PRAY FOR PROTECTION
Aftackes against Christians are ncraasing in number in vanous statas. In
one norfwestEm state, aboul a dozen axtnemists entered a pastor & hama in May
while he was away and attacked hig wite, Ther intention 'was to close down (ha
church which fie pastor was conducting in his house for the past five years. |
cannat fun avway from hefa faafing the attacks, said the paster. " will continue to
garye Godin the same place.”

MOST POPULOUS NATION BY 2023

India 15 propecied to surpass China as the workd's most popubous Cowntry
next year, according too 8 new UN report which says the world populsbon s
Taracast to reach aight ilion by Now. 15 this year, India s current population stands
at 1.412 bllkon, compared to China’s 1426 bilkon. The repon also polnts oul that
in 2020, the workd population growth rate fell under 1% per year for the first lime
since 1950, The share of the global population aged 65 years or abowve 15 progact-
ed to nse from 10% in 2022 to 16% in 2050 (In India, the propartion of the aged to
the tofal popuiation will increass from G.8% in 18 10 14.9% in 2036, whila thal of
youth |s pictected to decrease from 26.0% in 199 1o 22 % by 2036, according (o a
separate gov't repol DEAS NED youthi in Indea 2022. The findings have importan
implications for both waorkd governments and the church &t large, like prapanng for
the increased haalth and wealfara nesds of he eldearly.

Frinted and published by James Cherian at the Suviseshakan Press
Bathed Magar, By-Pass Road, Madurai - 825 0168, Tamidnadu. Phone: D452-2383734




