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Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 043601000001492

IFS Code: IOBA0000436
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Local Assembly Oversight and Functions-Part 6

Rajan Thomas, Bahrain

Functions of the Elders

Functions of the Elders can be gener-
ally categorised on the basis of the etymologi-
cal meanings of the three synonyms of the min-
istry: (a) that which are of a Bishop-episkopos,
(b) that which are of an Elder-presybuteros and
(c) that which are of a Shepherd-poimen.

1. That which are of a Bishop

We have already considered the ety-
mological background of the title ‘Bishop' that
is presiding over the Greek political body.
Function of an Elder as a Bishop is presiding
over or ruling as seen in 1 Tim. 5:17 and He-
brews 13:17. The Elder has to exercise the
spiritual gift of governing - Gk: kubernEsis (1
Cor. 12:28) and ruling -Gk: proistamenos
(Rom. 12:8). "Thus an elder leads, guides, rules,
steers his flock, piloting it skilfully through the
treacherous waters of this world' (Charles C.
Ryrie). Decision making with regards to every
aspect of the Assembly ultimately vests in the
Elders as they would deliberate all decisions
by waiting upon the Lord who is the head of
the church (Col. 1:17) as they are accountable
to him (Heb. 13:17). And such decisions are
to be executed without lording over the flock
(1 Pet. 5:3).

2. That which are of an Elder

Embellished in the etymological mean-
ing of 'the Elder' as derived from the O.T. El-
ders is the respect ascribed by his maturity to
judge based on the law. Similarly elders of as-
semblies must be respectable with gravity (1
Tim. 3:4) who are mature in life and doctrine
as they are 'being ensamples' to those who
are to ' be submissive' to them (1 Pet. 5: 3,5).

Elders are expected to deliver mature decisions
in all situations whether they are negative or
positive based on the doctrines and that's why
among their qualifications as 'apt to teach' (1
Tim. 3:2)is vital.

3. That which are of a Shepherd

Shepherd is the one who feed and
guard. Peter who had direct instruction from
the Lord 'to feed my lamb' (John 21:15-17)
had commanded the elders to 'feed the flock'
(1 Pet. 5:2) meaning to feed in sound doctrine
as Titus and Timothy who had pastoral minis-
tries were instructed by Paul in Titus 2:1 and
1 Tim. 4:6. Elders must exercise the' role to
rightly divide' (2 Tim. 2:17) the word and ex-
ercise the spiritual gift of 'exhortation' (Rom.
12:8 - Gk: parakalon) towards the spiritual
growth and edification of the Believers under
their charge.

Also Paul advised the Elders from
Ephesus to take heed (guard) of the flock (Acts.
20:28) against the entry of 'grievous wolves'
(Acts. 20:29) 1.e. the entry of 'false teachers' (2
Peter 2:1) as warned by Peter. Elders are ex-
pected to spread strong web against false teach-
ings.

Thus, feeding and guarding are the
shepherding ministries of an Elder. Such
shepherding ministry requires the elder to carry
out all that God intended from the shepherds of
Israel as seen Ezekiel 34:4. They are a) to
strengthen the diseased, b) to heal the sick, c)
bound up the broken, d) bring back the ones
driven away, e) seek that is lost, and f) not to
rule by force and cruelty (1 Pet. 5:3). (To be
continued)
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STEWARDS ASSOCIATION IN INDIA
4, John Armstrong Road, Richards Town, Bangalore - 560 005
Tel-Fax (080) 25467067 E-mail: stewards.assn@gmail.com
www.stewards-india.com
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLIES IN INDIA
MEDICAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE (MEC)
Applications are invited for Official Sponsorships of Candidates for M.B.B.S.
and Other Medical Courses in CMC, Vellore.

This Sponsorship program is envisaged to obtain Admissions for prospective Christian
(Brethren) Students in the respective Medical Fields, which in turn will enable them to serve the
people through the medical professions in our Hospitals and dedicate their lives for the service and
witness of the Lord. On successful completion of their Course, for which they are sponsored,
Candidates are required to serve in any of our Hospitals in Narsapur (A.P.), Ambajipeta (A.P.),
Sankeshwar (Karnataka) or Tiruvalla (Kerala) for a period of 2 (Two) years. We, in Stewards
Association in India, through this sponsorship program, hope that the future of these Hospitals
will depend on Doctors and others who are sponsored, who will devote not only two years but
bestow their life time for the Service in these hospitals for the expansion of the Kingdom of Our
Lord.

Given below are the Eligibility Criteria:
1. Members or Children of Members, of a Christian Assembly (Brethren) for a
minimum of 10 (Ten) years.
2. Passed 10 +2 or equivalent examination or appearing for Final examination.
3. Recommended by the Elders of the respective Assembly, with whom, they or
their parents are in fellowship.

Process: Apply to:
1. Christian Medical College & Hospital, Vellore with payment of relevant fees and
obtain the Registration Number. This number will be cross referred in all application
documents to CMC, Vellore and MEC, Bangalore.
2. Kindly go to our website www.stewards-india.com and download the SPONSERSHIP
APPLICATION FORM - SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM - CMC, VELLORE which has to
be filled up by the candidate (Incomplete / Illegible forms are liable for rejection), and send the
same by Speed Post / Courier to MEC, Bangalore at the STEWARDS ASSOCIATION IN
INDIA ADDREESS mentioned above in this notification.

After receipt of your filled up Sponsorship Application in this Office and after scrutiny and
verification of the same, we will upload in our web site www.stewards-india.com the
necessary prescribed Application form of CMC, Vellore meant for Sponsored Candidates along
with the 'Service Obligation Bond' and the same may be down loaded, filled up and sent to us
accompanied by the following documents:

1. Photocopies of the mark list from the qualifying examination or last examination passed, as
may be the case, referred in the MEC application form.

2. Photocopy of the Hall Ticket issued by CMC, Vellore, if already received.

3. DD/MO for Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five Hundred Only) for the cost of Registration.

Note: Candidates possessing the minimum marks and other requirements stated by
CMC, Vellore will only be considered. When communicating with CMC, Vellore please quote
the name of the Sponsoring Body Correctly as "CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLIES IN INDIA".
Adv. Raju M. Koshy M.Sc., LL.M.

General Secretary
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Brethren Theological College, Kallissery:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, BTC invites ap-
plication from the candidates who wants to study
Bachelor of Theology (BTh) in the 2016 batch. Course:
BTh (Bachelor of Theology); Duration: 3 years; Eligi-
bility: Plus Two Passed/ Equivalent/ Two years train-
ing ompleted from any theological institution after
10th class; Applicants must be born again, a member
of brethren assemblies, and having a real passionfor
God’s word; Free food, Boarding & Tution; Classes
begin from first week of June. For Application Con-
tact: Brethren Theological College, Post Box No.15,
Kallissery P.O., Alappuzha, 689124, Phone:
9947193528.

)V DB a 10210

1. gawo. eeavelmd ql. MOWA 0allay
“mlai@meimIe (&lav®)” «am (Mmoo
C»0afl®ud  eIgy@moem. GW) (&M ®)alea
al@Qoautldsyo, QUISMI@Io, RAIAUMI00, HOBAIMIO,
QMU @0, BOEMO, aRMOIGNIMo, TVIBHIEOIOEMo
MHANOO® 0}  af)M1  aAlaHOEBOS

@B (~IB o]

20b 2] zol6 20



ANNEXURE

I, C.A. George declare that I am the publisher of the News paper entitled Athma Prakashini to be printed and
published at Kumbanad and the particulars in respect of the news papers given hereunder are true to the

best of my knowledge and belief.

1. Tittle of the news Paper Athmaprakashini

2. Languages (s) in which it is (To be published) Malayalam

3. Periodicity of the publication

a.  Whether, Daily, Triweekly, fortnightly or other wise Monthly

b. In the case news paper other than a daily please state 10th of every month
whether the days (date which it is to be published)

4. Retail selling price of the news paper is for free distribution
please state that it is for free distribution Rs.100/- Annually

5. Publisher’s name C.A.George

6. Printer’s name C.A.George

7. Place of Publication (Please give the complete address) Kumbanad

8. Names (s) of the printing press whether the printing is to be
conducted and the true and description of premises on Evangel Press, Thiruvalla
which the press(es) is /are installed.

9. Editor Name Dr. O.M.Samuel

10. Associate Editors K.A. Philip, Dr. K.C. Johnson

a. Please state the particulars of individuals or of the firm

Athmaprakashini Publications

joint stock companies trust Co-operative societies Kumbanad 689 547
Association which owned the news paper.
11. Please state the decleration in respect of
a) News Paper, b) an existing, c) Incase the declaration falls under Existing
d) The reason for filling the fresh declaration.
12. Designation Sd/
Kumbanad C.A.George
10-3-2016 Publisher
QlalmosIauno m o1 @3 @R Wlao0laao@]  Brethren Bible Institute, P.O. Box 46, Pathanamthitta,

@) 2l0lee) 167 GalR)B:8)88 ajMV®:ilel 100/
-. a) @@ (allELle:06mo snILnmil esenieniud miaxud
S1Mos  @yem MIdalanlaflolee)m®. @™
)M OHOMIE3 Mlamyo eIElenmm @) @MP;AUMI0
enIOM] ee6enINlud M8 (AlUBCDMEBBUBH9HOW]
2alGVONTEN)INMOEM .  &)S}MM G Oafldud
af)S)}BNIMAIBH)  EYHBaUBROW B OATaHM
MEIS:) M@, NIMWe|S)d: eILNM] ee6nienilud
M) 0B, afl.enil. mMMIA 45, S)MIMOS, 689547, BQYQILL,
GnNO6ND: 04692664314, 9947740176.

2. 6Wo. 200M aflefla] 0aila) alelemIad Mad
(BN ®IB Bvedaaveilod agf)m al@lw Mot)B
(OMO0 Han(ENAIG] 20-M) MSAN AlTMMo@IS (1IN
eoenienilyd adadlosleag enile)srom qLEAs8MOBIG3
LalH000Mo 921V ). (SIAV®IY  0)(U0)aUEBS1G3
aB@0a 51BN o@aIBHn)0 GRAIOYHS Y0)(UD)HUHSIG3
DD YN0 (AIGWIRME|S)0. alTMMBIS (RIS
eaenieniled o@daylons (almilenle:dlafldlesyam o
)M O SBOMITMIMIo LIEIEHIAN ®)d MPIAIM)o
ee6nimiled mBa¥lnNSlead (alaIBOmMEaBUdee W]
2aleOUlENM@M. aflel. 200 0)al; AlEBUCTMHS:
20 GAUOBA. D Ao LIElEN)IM  quoelEBud: 1.

Kerala, India - 689 645. Tel: +91-468-2224045 (Mr. C.A.
Samuel); +91-9447265500 (Dr. K.C. Johnson) E-mail:
bbipathanamthitta@ gmail.com 2. Dr. Oommen Philip,
Trivandrum Tel: +91-9895578487; E-mail:
oommenphilip@yahoo.com 2. Bro. Mathew Philip,
Trivandrum (Tel: +91-9895558656)

3. QUGANJ. ©&.&Z]. 2106HNI AlTMMIal)@0
©afla] “©0181a]3S) a0 - B0) aloMo” ag)ad
SO 2.2.2016-M) HLIGOM)B (6NIB0M VRIS G3
)8l V)AlGUaUB:MI0)OS MVESMAMIG3 qu)ail.
oo AVEIOIY (al®h000Mo OalP®). ©agla]os)
Al O ®HOOm  @SITNoMmaoee] ©eBINEe U3
@ROlOMICICEnME BOQIM:0el TosAIEBUS AiluoaTe:
@12/1019)aM). 144 GalR)®HSIBS  al)TV O BHOM 1SR
alleIO® 120 ®)al 26M] BOWAR GRYWEN)MMAIRLS
moRM000] 0RlequdW al0daVeINW] BRWa)
OBHIS)HN)AN@OEM. 10-T3 HS)MO3 G fldrud cmalg
QI0BBIMAIBHE 30% HolaHad MEld)am®osm.
MO0 @RYAINIeqesens afleinave: K.G. Chacko,
Retired Headmaster, Panachamoottil Ebenezer,
Salempuram, Pathanapuram.P.O., 689695,

Phone: 0475 2353022, 9447503278. D
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BRETHRENBIBLEINSTITUTE
PATHANAMTHITTA,KERALA
A New M.Th. Programme

BBI will be offering a new M.Th. course in
Applied Linguistics and Bible Translation from the
coming Academic Year. Any spiritual brothers from
the Brethren assemblies with any bachelor degree
can join this new programme. This course is offered
in English medium. Prospectus and application forms
can be had from the Office of Admissions/Academic
Dean, Brethren Bible Institute, Elanthoor-Pariyaram
P.O., Pathanamthitta District, Kerala, India-689 643.
Prospectus and Application forms can be down loaded
from our web sites <www.bbipta.com> or
<www.bbionline.in> . The last date for submitting the
application for this and other programmes such as
B.Th. and M.Th. in Christian Theology is April 4,
2016. For more information contact Academic Dean.
Mob. +91-9447265500, bbipathanamthitta@ gmail.com
or 0468-2224045 (O.T. Cheriyan, Secretary).
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