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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 043601000001492

IFS Code: IOBA0000436
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Continued from Page 20
B. Elders and Exercise of Spiritual Gifts
Elders are the ones to' rule well' ( 1
Tim. 5:17) bestowed with the spiritual gifts of
governing (1 Cor. 12:28) and ruling (Romans
12:6-8) as they are the ones who 'rule over'
(Heb. 13:24) 'the ruled' ( Heb. 13:17). And as
considered earlier they are also bestowed with
the spiritual gift of Teaching (1 Cor. 12:28; Rom.
12:6-8) in view of the required qualification of
‘apt to teach ( 1 Tim. 3:2) and are required to
rightly divide the word (2 Tim. 2:15). However,
any believer by virtue of just exercising these
spiritual gifts will not qualify to become an elder
unless the prescribed qualifications are found in

him. (To be continued)

Continued from Page 21

We request you to kindly pray for Sis.
Jessy Paul and family so that the Lord will take
care of them and supply all their needs espe-
cially a small house for them to live. Whatever
fund will be raised, it will be given to the needs
of the family. So when you send a gift, kindly
mention very clearly for whom the gift is sent.
We will send you an acknowledgement letter as
well as money receipt. Kindly send your gift for
this need to the account in the name of Odisha
Assemblies Fellowship Trust, Federal Bank,
Kalpana Square Branch, Bhubaneswar, SB A/c
No. 15130100036563, IFSC Code FDRL0001513
and send it to the address mentioned above. On
behalf of the Odisha Assemblies Fellowship
Trust, C.P. Mathew, B.P. Naik, Dr. P.C. Tho-

mas. [ ]
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Local Assembly Oversight and Functions-Part 4

A. Qualifications of Elders

Nineteen characteristic qualifications
are revealed through Paul in so far as an elder is
concerned in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9,
both Pastoral Epistles. They are:

1. Blameless: Irreproachable means
irreprehensible or one who can't be censored or
is above reproach.

2. The husband of one wife: It does not
mean 'one at a time' rather he has not been di-
vorced and re-married. As scripture encourages
the remarriage of widows in 1 Cor. 7:39-40, it is
obvious that there is nothing wrong for remar-
ried widowers to be elders.

3. Vigilant or temperate: sober (Titus
1:8,9) in judgement.

4. Prudent: discreet or sound minded.

5. Decorous or of good behaviour or
respectable: orderly behaviour

6. Hospitable: he loves and hosts strang-
ers as in Heb. 13: 1,2

7. Apt to teach: which is defined and
explained in Titus 1:9 as "holding fast the faith-
ful word as he hath been taught, that he may be
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to con-
vince the gainsayers." In other words he must
be a person who can also exercise the spiritual
gift of "Teaching' (1 Cor. 12: 28, Romans 12:7)
and the one who discerns and communicate
sound doctrine (1 Tim 4:16).

8. Not a Drinker: Gk 'paroinon’ means
not just' addicted to wine' or not 'excessively
drunk’ as translated by KJV and some other
translations (might be to justify the European
social Drinkers), but clearly 'beside winer' or
‘away from wine'.

9. Not a Striker: Not a blower or be vio-
lent or given to physical violence.

10. Gentle: Not soon angry (Titus 1:7):
One who is reasonable or mild.

11. Uncontentious: One who avoids fight-
ing.

12. No lover of money: Not greedy or
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irresponsible of money.

13. Managing his own household: One
who is presiding over his own family or exercise
the headship of wife and children. Special men-
tion is made of children in 1 Tim 3:4 that 'chil-
dren in subjection with all gravity' and Titus
complements that 'faithful (means believing)
children not accused of riots of unruly' (Titus 1:6).
In order to achieve this one must adhere to
Ephesians 6:4 "And [ye] fathers do not provoke
your children to anger, but bring them up in [the]
discipline and admonition of [the] Lord. (DBY),
a prerequisite for children to obey their parents
(Eph. 6:1). This qualification is so important in
view of the parenthesis question in interrogative
mood " (but if one does not know how to con-
duct his own house, how shall he take care of
the assembly of God? 1 Timothy 3:5 (DBY).
This question would be in the mind of all those
who are ruled (Heb. 13:17) concerning the el-
der who does not hold such qualification.

14. Not a Novice: Gk. Neophuton, lit-
eral meaning being a'young plant' one who has
come to the faith recently and not attained spiri-
tual maturity which is essence in an ' elder'.

15. Good reputation: he is respected in
the community at large, not necessarily by his
money and power but by his character and
lifestyle.

16. Not Self willed: Not given to self
satisfaction (Titus 1:7)

17. Just: One who is just before God and
men like Simeon in Luke 2:25.

18. Holy: One who is 'Holy as I am Holy
(Peter 1:16).

19. Lover of good men: One who loves
well and discourages bad.

These qualifications of course fall un-
der (a) personal character, (b) family life, (c)
spiritual maturity and (d) community life.

Continued on Page 17
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Bengaluru: The ministry in Bangalore
South was started in the year 2005 and New
Testament assembly was started on 9.03.2008.
In the beginning we gathered for worship in the
evangelist’s rented house. Lord added more
souls into His church. Because of the lack of
place, we shifted to a rented hall in the same
locality. Since the congregation is getting large
we are finding it difficult to accommodate in the
existing rented hall. At present around 80 mem-
bers are gathering for worship meeting. Among
them 66 members are participating in Lord’s
Supper. Therefore, as an assembly we prayed
and took a decision to purchase a permanent place
for worship. The cost estimated in the surround-
ing areas for 30+40 sq.ft. is approximately Rs. 1
crore. Since the members of the assembly are
lower middle class, we are not able to raise
enough funds by ourselves. At present we have
Rs. 1.5 Lakh in our hands. Our assembly is reg-
istered as a religious trust in the name “Believ-
ers Brethren Assembly (Church) Trust” and we
have a joint account in the above mentioned trust
name in SBI Bank, Padmanabhanagar Branch,
Bangalore. Account No. 34419272967, IFSC
Code: SBIN0007981. We request to uphold this
matter in your prayer. As the Lord leads, kindly
contribute for this cause. The land will be regis-
tered in the name of the “Steward Association
in India.” Kindly send your contribution,
cheques/DD, in the name of “Believers Breth-
ren Assembly (Church) Trust” only. All corre-
spondence may kindly be addressed to the fol-
lowing address: Believers Brethren Assembly
(Church) Trust, C/o C.F David Kandath #17,
HMS layout, Arahalli, Subramanyapura P.O.,
Bengaluru 560 061, Karnataka. Phone:
09241103530 E-mail: dkandath@yahoo.com.
Evg. C.F David Kandath, Bro. Jayachandra. (We
at Agape Christian Assembly, Bangalore, state
that, this is a very effective and profitable minis-
try. Kindly pray and invest in this very needy
local testimony. Raju K. Mathew, P.I. Mathew,
L.K. Madhu). ®

Odisha Assemblies Fellowship Trust
Gospel Hall, Sabarsahi Lane,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, 751006,
Email cporissa@yahoo.co.in, Mob.
09437630568
(RGD No. 1081409955/2014/
41081409376)

Sub: An Appeal for the family welfare
fund for Late Evg. K.M. Paul, Odisha

Bro. K.M. Paul was born on 24th Nov.
1959 to late K.K. Mathen and Chinnamma of
Valakuzhi, Kerala. Mr. Mathen was a well re-
spected priest of Evangelical Church. Bro. Paul
completed his B.Th. from Bharat Bible College,
Secunderabad. The study of the scripture con-
vinced him of the need of believers baptism and
obeyed the Lord in baptism and continued in fel-
lowship with Secunderabad Brethren Assembly.
After the completion of studies, he came back
to Kerala and continued with the Chuzhana
Brethren Assembly. The Lord called him for the
fulltime ministry and in 1985 he came to Odisha
to serve the Lord with the commendation of
Chuzana Brethren Assembly. He married Jessy,
the daughter of late Bro. P.P. George and Sis.
Annamma, Chiramukathu house, Koipuram on
9th May 1985.
They started their work with late Bro.
Sunny T. Daniel and then he learned Oriya lan-
guage well. He faithfully served the Lord for
the last 30 years. The Lord used him to train
few Oriya youths and they are now serving the
Lord. For two years he served the Lord in
Anakapally in A.P. He was detected of lungs
cancer in April 2013 and was under treatment
for nearly 18 months at CMC Vellore. But it was
pleased by the Master to call him to eternal home
on 13th Nov. 2014 from all pains and sufferings
of this world. As he came out of the denomina-
tional church against the will of his family, he
lost all his family property. In Odisha they were
living in a rented house. The Lord blessed them
with a son and a daughter.
Continued on Page 17
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