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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 043601000001492

IFS Code: IOBA0000436

DD should be in favour of "Athmaprakashini, Kumbanad”
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HOME CALL
SIS. MARYKUTTY PAUL, KOTTAYAM
W/O LATE BRO. K. PAUL THOMAS,

KOTTAYAM (Ex. KEM Fund Secretary)

Sis. Mary Paul Thomas went to be with the
Lord at 12:30 pm on December 3, 2015 at
Kosamttom hospital, Kottayam. She was not well
for some time. She was suffering from cancer
in the ovaries. It was well pleasing for our Lord
to call her to the eternal home, where there is no
pain, no sorrow, no tears, no sickness and no
death. Funeral service was held on Monday
(December 7, 2015) at her residence
(Kaithathusseril Valsa Cottage) from 10 am and
the body was buried at 12 pm at Aymanam cem-
etery of Kottayam Assembly. Please remem-
ber the grieving family members in prayers

EVG. MADAN PAUL, LUDHIANA,
PUNJAB, INDIA WRITES:

Dear Brethren in the Lord,

Thank you for standing with us in the hour of
grief by prayer and by your comforting words.

The funeral service of my wife late Dr. Molly
M. Paul was held on 9th January 2016 at the
Ludhiana Christian Medical College Hospital
Chapel at 10 am and then at the Calvary Church
building from 11:45 am. Finally, with much prayer
and tears, her body was laid to rest at 3 pm.

We are thankful for the presence and prayers
of God's people from almost all over North India
at the above services. Our Lord God was glori-
fied through the funeral service of His servant.

Dr. Molly Paul remained faithful till the end,
never complained for the severe pain she
suffered during the last Six years. It pleased our
heavenly Father to take her home on 5th
Jan. 2016 at 3 pm in a very peaceful manner.

Kindly continue to remember the grieved fam-
ily in your prayers.

With prayer,

Evg. Madan Paul
Phone: +91-9872165019; +91-161-2600118.
E-mail: mpaul2 @rediffmail.com

madanmollypaul @hotmail.com
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Continued from Page 19

reveal to the Assembly gradually towards the
conviction of the flock while exercising the spiri-
tual gift of 'serving' (Rom. 12: 6-8) and 'helps' (1
Cor. 12:28). If a candidate for eldership is one
who has not served the Assembly by exercising
their spiritual gifts under the authority of the El-
ders (1 Tim. 4:14), they would not be convincing
towards the ministry. In other words, those who
did not serve the body of Christ would not be
able to govern the assembly.

The criteria of such appointment should
be purely spiritual after discerning one's divine
appointment that would reveal through their na-
ture of ministries and qualifications to be an el-
der. Political appointments on the criteria of one's
education, material and intellectual capabilities,
social influence, worldly positions, family rela-
tionships are not scriptural and such appointments
would only invite schisms and divisions in the
Assembly. Existing elders must wait upon the
Lord and only after spiritually discerning (1 Cor.
2:15) one's divine appointment revealed through
their good work (1 Pet. 5:1) must introduce him
to the Assembly as an Elder. If the candidate
has already been serving the Assembly in mani-
fold ways and has been exercising their spiritual
gifts and also meets the qualifications, the spiri-
tual brethren in the Assembly would spontane-
ously accept him without any objection. How-
ever, if such spiritual and scriptural criteria are
not met with, there are possibilities of difference
of opinions to come up from the members and
might even led into divisions and schisms.

(To be continued)
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URGENT PRAYER REQUEST
BRO. TITTY MATHEW, PULIYODIL,
THADIYOOR, THIRUVALLA

Please pray for Bro. Titty Mathew (31).
He is in a critical condition and is admitted at
KIMS Hospital, Trivandrum. His both kidneys
failed due to pancreatitis. Doctors initially stated
that there is no hope. But Our God is ABLE.
Please remember him in your prayers for a
speedy recovery. He is a member of Thadiyoor
Brethren Assembly. Prayers coveted for our dear
brother for healing and restoration. Please re-
member Sis. Jerina and kids also in prayers.
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Local Assembly Oversight and Functions-Part 5

Appointment of Elders

Undoubtedly the Elders are appointed
by God the Holy Spirit (Acts. 20:28). However,
how is this divine appointment implemented? It
is evident that the Holy Spirit appointed elders
are introduced to the Assembly by the Evange-
list himself, who was instrumental in planting the
Assembly as Paul and the missionary company
did (Acts. 14:23). Or he may delegate such re-
sponsibility to one of his co-workers as Paul did
with Titus (Titus 1:5). Paul spent 18 months in
Corinth and 36 months in Ephesus in teaching
and admonishing the new converts and 'kept back
nothing that was profitable' (Acts. 20:20). It is
certain that during this tenure one of his priori-
ties was to place Elders. Because the Corinthians
Believers 'came behind in no gift' (1 Cor. 1:7)
including the spiritual gift of 'governing' (1 Cor.
12:28). Similarly, he called the Elders of Ephesus
to Militus (Acts 20:17) a clear indication that he
knew who the elders by virtue of his 36 months
of ministry there.

Titus was left at Crete (Titus 1:5) to 'set
in order the things that are wanting' meaning
certainly teaching and establishing the believers
in faith which also includes to spiritually discern
who the elders are and encourage them in 'tak-
ing the oversight' (1 Pet. 5:2). Thus, it is clear
that the Evangelist or his co-workers who are
instrumental to plant a new Assembly are the
ones to introduce and encourage elders who are
appointed by the Holy Spirit.

The question still remains as to how el-
ders or additional elders are established in an
assembly. Is it the role of the Evangelists as in
the case of newly planted Assemblies? The
Evangelist after establishing the Assembly and
placing elders may move out from their to plant
more assemblies given that their call and func-
tional role are for winning souls and planting new
Assemblies. That's why the mention of only 'the

Rajan Thomas, Bahrain

Bishops' and 'Deacons’ and not 'the Evangelists'
in Phil. 1:1. How can it be practical for the Evan-
gelist who is an itinerant worker in the model of
Philip the Evangelist moving from place to place
by the directions of the Holy Spirit is able to be
‘among' the flock? (1 Peter 1:1). And if they are
not available always to be 'among' the flock, how
can they 'rule over' the flock? (Acts. 20:28, Heb.
13:17). Elders are the ones to exercise the func-
tion of shepherds and it demands their presence
with the flock always in order to feed and pro-
tect.

Even if the Evangelists might be based
in the Assembly in active fellowship as Philip in
Caesarea (Acts. 21:8), it is evident in the light
of Philip. 1:1 that they do not have any specific
role in 'governing' the assembly. However, the
oversight and the Assembly must consider them
as 'the ministers of Christ, and stewards . . . of
God" (1 Cor. 4:1), whether they are based in the
Assembly or itinerant out in the fields, providing
due respect and support as their feet are lovely
(Is. 52:7). The Evangelist who planted the As-
sembly could exhort and admonish as Paul ex-
ercised in Corinth through his epistles to the As-
sembly. Continued on Page 11

Therefore, in an established assembly,
as the Evangelists do not have the role of gov-
erning, it can very well be inferred that the rul-
ing elders are the ones to introduce additional
elders to the Assembly after spiritually discern-
ing their divine appointment (Acts. 20:28). This
truth could be inferred from 1 Timothy 4:14 as
Timothy was encouraged to exercise the spiri-
tual gift as an Elder by the already existed el-
ders in the local assembly where he was. Such
appointment always would be revealed in the
Assembly towards the inner conviction of the
believers by the candidate's 'good work' (1
Tim. 3:1). Good works or ministries of one would

Continued on Page 11
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dential Master of Theology (M.Th.) programme.
Those who have passed B.Th. or its equivalent with
C+ (75% Marks) may apply for these programmes.
Those who have passed a secular degree with a sec-
ond class may also apply for the P.G. programmes.
There is a nominal fee for these programmes.
B. COURSES OFFERED THROUGH DISTANCE
EDUCATION: Applications are invited from born
again believers (both male & female) for admission
to the following Distance Education courses.
Application forms can be submitted round the year.
1. ML.B.S. Qualification: A secular degree in any field
OR Mature candidates (25 years and above) without
a secular degree can be admitted after passing an
entrance examination in the following areas. i. Bible
Knowledge, ii. Christian Experience, iii. Profi-
ciency in English Language; Duration: 2 years
2. M.Div. Qualification: A Bachelors Degree in Theol-
ogy, or a secular Bachelors Degree with theological
education. Duration: 2/3 years
3. M.Th. Qualification: B.D./M.B.S./M.Div./ a Secu-
lar Master's degree/a Professional Degree with good
academic records. Duration: 2/2/2/4/4 years

All courses are offered only in English me-
dium. Prospectus and application forms can be had
from the Office of Admissions/Academic Dean, Breth-
ren Bible Institute, Elanthoor-Pariyaram P.O.,
Pathanamthitta District, Kerala, India-689 643 by pay-

ing rupees 100 by means of M.O. Those from abroad
need to send rupees 150 by crossed demand draft in
favour of "Brethren Bible Institute," Pathanamthitta.
Prospectus and Application forms can be down loaded
from our web sites <www.bbionline.in> or
<www.bbipta.com>. The last date for submitting the
application for the residential programme is April 4,
2016. Application forms can be submitted round the
year for the Distance Education courses. For more
information contact Academic Dean. Mob. +91-
9447265500, bbipathanamthitta@ gmail.com or 0468-
2224045 (O.T. Cheriyan, Secretary). o
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STEWARDS ASSOCIATION IN INDIA
4, John Armstrong Road, Richards Town,
Bangalore 560005
Email: stewards.assn @gmail.com
Tel: 080-24567067
Chennai/ Tamil Nadu Flood Relief Fund —An
Appeal
Dear Brethren in Christ,

Greetings to you in the precious name of
our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ.

In the wake of the catastrophic flood
which devastated the city of Chennai and other
neighbouring areas of Tamil Nadu, India, we are still
in the process of making a realistic study of the
ground reality of the quantum of losses and
damages incurred to properties of our Assembly
Buildings and that of our believers. In this collection
of data, we are giving special emphasis to the Assem-
blies where the believers hail from the lower strata of
society and are not capable of rebuilding their house
of worship by themselves. We are infact more
concerned about many of our fellow brethren who
find it difficult to make both ends meet even in normal
circumstances, but who have lost everything as an
aftermath of this natural disaster.

Stewards Association in India would like to
extend a helping hand to the majority of our brethren
who lost their homes, means of livelihood and their
lifetime savings in the deluge. We are thus duty
bound to do all we can to bring a little solace in the
lives of all our brethren who are in sheer need of
God's provisions at this time of loss and despair.
In effect, we wish to be acatalystin God's hand, to
be used by Him in this hour of dire need.

We appeal to our benevolent Brothers and
Sisters both in India and abroad to come together as
one family and strengthen our hands to support this
noble cause. You have been our backbone all these
past years and we rest assured that we will be blessed
by your valuable patronage this time as well. As it is
our responsibility to ensure that our fellow brethren
be restored to a normal life once again, we have de-
cided to initiate a fund towards this mission.

We humbly request all dear brethren to
open your hearts as well as your resources and
contribute large heartedly towards this venture. Let
our Lord bless each one of you richly for your kind
generosity. Our friends and well wishers in India and
in different parts of Gulf Countries (if your contribu-
tion is in Indian Currency) can contribute towards
this goal in the following Account: State Bank of

Travancore, Cox Town, Bangalore; Account No.
57004052113; MICR 560009005; IFSC code SBTR
0000428; Swift code SBTRINBBFED

Our Donors in the US and other western
countries can tender their gifts in the following FC
account: State Bank of Mysore, Cooke Town, Banga-
lore; Account No. 54004462563; IFSC SBMY 0040190,
MICR 560006014; Swift code SBMYINBB684.

Kindly send us a note as an E mail stating
that you have remitted the gift in the above Accounts.
Voluntary Contributions from all sources in India
as well as from abroad and the details of recipients
of the fund will be reflecting in the SAI website
www.stewards-india.com

Those of our Brethren in Tamil Nadu who
are in desperate need of financial assistance at this
point of time may kindly forward your applica-
tions to us through the Tamil Nadu Advisory
Commiittee of Stewards Association in India — Bro.
D. R. Simon, President and Bro. Robert Thomas,
Secretary, Mobile — 94424 18896.

With warm Christian Greetings,
Adv. Raju M. Koshy M.Sc. LL.M.
General secretary and Treasurer
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