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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 043601000001492

IFS Code: IOBA0000436
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HOME CALL

Bro. T. George Philip (Kunjukunju-77),
Thunduvilayil, Mallasssery went to be with the
Lord on March 11, 2016. He was not well for
several months. After acquiring a Diplomain
Civil Engineering, he went to Odisha in search
of ajobinearly 60's and joined as a Civil Engi-
neer in Public Works Department. He contin-
ued in Govt. service and took voluntary retire-
ment in 1992 with the only intention of taking
care of his aged parents. He accepted Jesus
Christ as his Lord and Saviour in the year 1987
and this was as a result of the labour of Evg.
Late Sunny T. Daniel. He loved Brethren min-
istries and had a great respect for Brethren
Evangelists and Teachers. Sis. K. Kamalam is
his wife. He was blessed with 2 sons: Sunny T.
Philip (BBI, Pathanamthitta) and Ronny T. Philip
(Chicago). Please continue to pray for Sis. K.
Kamalam who is slowly recuperating after a
multiple fracture in arm and leg. Funeral ser-
vice was held on 15th March.
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Local Assembly Oversight and Functions - Part 7

Office or Ministry

Somehow a concept of ‘office’ or
‘position’ has entered in Christendom just
because KJV states in 1 Tim. 3:1 that “ . . . if
a man desires the office of a bishop, he desired
a good work.” Here the prerequisite to
become an Elder is ‘good work’ (ergou), and I
am sure that Paul meant it to be the same as
in 1 Thess. 1:3 “work (ergou) of faith” with
an additional emphasis adding an adjective
‘good’ or ‘ideal) (Kalou).

However, in the original Greek
manuscript the word ‘Office’ is missing.
‘Heirateuo’ is the koine word that should have
appeared for the English word ‘office.” The
word 1s used in Luke 1:8 in the sense that
Zachariah ‘was doing the priestly duties’ even
though KJV translated it as ‘while he executed
the priest’s office.” KJV again translated ‘office’
in Romans 11:13, from the word ‘daikonian’,
but we know very well that the meaning is just
‘ministry’ and not ‘office.’

I Tim. 3:1, in the

‘Heirateuo” 1in

Therefore, as in
absence of original
manuscripts, the term ‘office’ was the
discovery of KJV translators during 1611, just
to please the Episcopal churches. In a similar
manner they translated ‘Pascha’ into ‘Easter’
in Acts. 12:4. Therefore, the ‘good work’ (1
Tim. 3:1) indicates the duties of Elders in
ministering and serving the flock of God in
the ‘word of God’ ( Acts. 6:2) and take heed
(guard) of the flock (Acts. 20:28)

occupying an ‘Office’ or ‘position’ that render

rather than

a secular connotation of management or
administration.

The divine appointment of elders
would be revealed to the Assembly by the
‘oood work’ or ‘ministries’ they demonstrate

Rajan Thomas, Bahrain

by which the flock recognizes them.
Remember that Paul recognized Timothy who
. thou
shalt be a good minister (Daikonos — Servant)
of Jesus Christ . ..” (1 Tim. 4:6) and a ‘minister
of God’ (1 Thess. 3: 2). Paul himself claimed
that he is a ‘minister (Daikonos) in Eph. 3:7,
Col. 1:25 and 1 Thess. 3:2. Here the minister

(daikonos) or servant is not the seven servants

was in the pastoral ministry that “. .

(daikonos) chosen in Acts 6 as the ministers
for materials things (table), rather as ministers
in the spiritual things based on the word
ministry.
Servitude Ministries of
Ministers

Every minister whether as Elders,
Evangelists or Teachers is expected to
demonstrate in their ministry the attitude of
what Christ Himself modeled in His life as
explained by Paul in Phil. 2:4-8. The golden
principle of servant leadership was
embellished in His words in Mark 10:43-45
which was diagonally opposite to the worldly
Paul
as a minister while he had been exercising his

form of leadership and managements.

multi-spiritual gifts as an Apostle, Evangelist,

Pastor- Teacher, maintained such an
exemplary attitude throughout his ministries
as evident in his words in 1Thes.2: 2-7. (1).
V4 -'To please God, and not man. (2). V.5 -
Without flattering words. (3). V.5 — Not used
cloke (technique) of covetousness. (4). V.6. Not
seeking glory/honour. (5). V.7 — As a nurse
cherish her children. (6). V.8 — Being
affectionate. (7). V.12 — As a Father, exhorting

and encouraging. Are we missing such an

attitude in ministries?
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