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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 043601000001492

IFS Code: IOBA0000436
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Local Assembly Oversight and Functions-Péar3

Rajan Thomas, Bahrain

Plurality of Elders Emphasized and One Man Ministry Refuted
(Continuation)

Nicolaitans Leadership Disapproved Firstly, in chapter 5:1-5, our attention
Hierarchical clerical system ofjs brought to the oversight of tAssemblies.
ecclesiastic leadership in the organizegihile Paul identified in Phil. 1:1 that the bishops
churches crept into church history during thelders) thich are’ at PhilippiAssembly and
first century itself and became very active aftealled the Elderf the church’ at Ephesus
the time of theApostles and early Church(Acts 20.7) to confirm that the Holy Ghost
Fathers. Howevethis tendency was theremade them Bishopsver’ the flock (church),
during the apostolic period itself. Paul warnepleter in 5:1 has identified the eldeasiong’
the Ephesian elders of those who would rise tiem. This is a clear indication that the Elders
to “draw away disciples after them” (Actsnust be among within the assembly and not
20:28). The forewarning was an indicatiofithout.
towards the Nicolaitans whom God hates (Rev Secondly Peter who was prominent
2:6). The Nicolaitans were a sect, in théyen among the apostles claims that he himself
opinions of Irenaeus, one of second centufas only a ‘fellow-elder(sumpresbuteros) ;
church father and writewho originated from not claiming that he was an elder (or Bishop)
Nicolas ofAntioch one of the seven deaconsver other elders of all churches or superior
(Acts 6:5) and subsequently becam@an other elders in the local assembly itself
apostatized . His followers such as ‘Hymenaewhere he was based. Itis revealed in 1 Peter
and Philetus (Zim. 2:17) were instigated bys:13 that he was in fellowship with the local
Satan to link Christianity with paganism anglssembly in Babylon (not necessarily Rome, the
introduced the ecclesiastic leadership at par wifflegorized Babylon). And it can be well
the pagan Babylonian priestly line of leadershipferred that he was one among the several
The etymological meaning of theelders of that assembly when writing the epistle
Nicolaitans is ‘Conquerors of the people’ hasimilar to John who served as one of the elders
close similarity with the ‘doctrine of Balaam’of Ephesus during his final days prior to exile to
(Rev 2:14); where the etymological meanin@atmos. When it comes to the governing of
of Balaam being ‘devourer of the people’, anghe local assemhlyeven though he was an
who tried to blend paganismiin Israel. apostle, he identified himself only as a ‘fellow
Final Words of Peteron theTheme elder and not as an 'archbishap’*Pope’as
Peter addressed his first epistle to the Roman Catholics later titled him following
local assemblies isia Minor duringA.D. 65, ' the pagan clerical system. Even though Peter
a period when the oversight of early planteglas given specific instructions by the risen Lord
assemblies such as Jerusalem had smootiglifeed the flock’ he ascribed the position of
transitioned from th&postles to Elders. ‘chief shepherd’ grchipoimenos) only to
Christ who would appear (1 Pet. 5:4).
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Thirdly , Peter reminds such elders that
their functions and responsibilities are: T@). Q@Q%@ ggmomeﬂamﬁ’b’ 5@6@

shepherd the flock Darby) or feed the flock 42 90 U93.918 SlenoBs’
(KJV) (V. 2) tranSIatEdfrom p0| manate, an (g&,(o@m’]ggo @(ﬁ(u)é@']@g 60 @ ©
emphasizing verb used in the tone of @omnomesgleno aly@em Moo
command. Undoubtedly feeding doctrine igv;ailewatcalel oalgyanalo)o  (6nG06S
intended (Ttus 2:1 & 2Tim. 3:16) in view of lvRMEDIERe G500 aw0lele 288010200
the character of Gos'people as a flock, 222G M @00 @] MIMICE
Accordingly among the list of several othe%&omo POODN0LE, 2T UG 1075-C)
o ’ i ©oGlay @M (sqQUIM88®. qV}ANEUH
qualifications of eldersapttoteach’(1TiM.  caiciwon)dla] coomss aleoles)o mess)o
3:2) and one whololding fast the faithful 2gj0  eesaERElICMOTd  ®oyam
word as he hath been taught, that he may mogoaIm®:¢d (sqy VI 01HeHD0 @RI
be able by sound doctrine both to exhort (MW @@ 966G M@IGH e O]y
and to convince the gainsayergTitus 1: 9§~ ©®093@9>i0 O21QIMI: .

S . . (slm 80) &0a01M) qUVDBHOYo
are very significant. (b)'oexems_e oversight QB0 )T SaO®EDID ®I0)BIM
which was translated fronepiskopoutes ;0,000 agosmosso cEniouseaIRIod anoadlo
which is the good work of the Bishopmadesusiad 250 aSoiwa anlg 230l ansedies
(episkopos)1Tim. 3:1) equals to that of carexgs;om; ©avaigomid 200 M@ (UGG Mo
taking (1Tim. 3:5). @006la)y.  @oloeeNeo®  elgeoyd

Fourthly, the co-eldereminds them 2™ TOE1MI0G (210I0CDMERESS $3S1 0D

. . Lo . @39a0110 90 lCWONHSIOMAM).
as to discharge their responsibilities ofoveragﬁ% 1Bt QI8 a0 E®0010 Tv)alEu

without _constraint, and n_ot_for filthy gaiw 2)_ >309)88 0EIG EIElOOOMEOAIMo PSS
foreseeing the characteristics that entered inthiess vy eaweqjoamIgy®:®B  Bo®oBO W3
ecclesiastical clerical leadership increasingtyldcgwlesymm  ¢alol@d og@ewoaieoaag”
found in todays’ Christendom. Remember that2mzo®@1 qurldolemm@lmn. @10y20m1ay).
while the human appointed leaders are alwajg™ @O0 0}0I6®O @O @RWIGcA
. . . . . 0N ©@)HBHUY 2I(@ED ofBewoaionnd
in constrain of carrying out their duties to please © o 100 0]
h h h b th ¢ rﬁlﬁ'ﬂ ., MSIGEIHE) AUITHOICHNMED)BB) af)dN)
the hierarchy above them towartiily gain' -, peycmo0m0 @loj0may,.
(v. 2), the divinely appointed Elders (Acts eIy @)&HHB DD UGUODIG 4
20:28) would carry out their good work»alsmool allmoemo ealgymm@la) eesalo
‘willingly’ and with a ready mind’ as ®o! 9210}, @ aidatio @IV ellqylcd
emphasized in the same veFRghly , he @“j;’%ﬂslmm §1 0009990 670 030N U0
reminds them as to not to be ‘lords d\(@r3) = oc0®se 40 ©o20 Tualiciel®MmOes
) ) . . ; . AlwaIRdEOW)o (&2n0W] AVandW]es )10
Gods heritageThis usage is found only in this ;. gaomng)ens. aoai - 1,18,47,788.00. aleiTUEES)0
portion in close connection with acts ofuicmye aemo(@@0Fal ags)ooy (sqylay
Diotrephesin 3 John 9. The co-elder refutesnws)y moyma@ mel aomyewosm.
one man leadershigsixthly, he exhorts the 0ORI®OVal0yo A}BMIBODI] 2)0 13200
elders to be mode to the flock of Godgy in - @125 L"J‘QO“’W?@A‘”S@P B}81@000I0
strict adherence with the qualifications ffirh. @ & = ¢899 22ll@29® Lo DD®O
) i ] he * M@BBH)MOIM OO AUGaHAl)o &HAO®OQl
3:1-6 anditus 1: 6-9, as the y_ounge(lv. 5) 0a00Da)). T DBAL® MA0EMIENEOGS
under their charge are to submltthemselvesgg(gomng GQIME], GaUDOGEN al)Om)00M,

the elder(To be continued) OIS0, eniledl M0y GRO. HAV(GSON. °
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