(6819 0 (o 1S9 RIM

2013 @2

@R)OM(alHIUWIM] all. AWl ag)al . @GRV DIDH:UBAS  ag)OT®]
NPT M6BBUBAS) QAUBHO ALCGAMIaHO D6NE. @IYOM (10
WM afl. Wl ag)ad . @RI LIE1EHANAIR DD (2 INIGTIM )OI
330001 (a108MA199)MHW)o MMIHAF AVIWANIW MSOEHa flNIWV] AVan
01BN BH W0 H2IG6NZ @I,

The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 1492

DD should be in favour of "Athmaprakashini, Kumbanad”.

Bthmaprakashini
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There are various results of Christian hope.
This study aims at briefly explaining some of
such results from the pages of the Bible.

A. Hope Leads to Preaching

When a person possesses hope in Christ he
is not ashamed in whatever circumstances to
testify of his living hope (2 Cor. 3:12). He is not
ashamed to appear before God, or before men,
and will not be ashamed at the coming of Christ
(Rom. 5:5; Psalm 119:116). Remember the
words of Peter- “. . . be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).

B. Hope Leads to Purity

The N.T. shows us that there is a vital need
for us to have hope. When we fix our eyes on
the future that God has in store for us, we taste
the wonders of his transforming power. John
promises that as we realize that God intends for
us to be like Jesus, our lives will change:
“Everyone who has this hope in him purifies
himself, just as He [Jesus] is pure” (1 John 3:3).

By Dr. K.C. Johnson, Mavelikara

One who gave Himself for us to redeem us
from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a
people that are His very own, eager to do what
is good. A holy people was His purpose in paying
such a fearful price. Therefore, knowing what
all He has done and why He has done it, a
Christian who truly loves Christ and looks
forward to His return will pay any price to bring
his life into conformity with his beloved Lord’s
will, lest he disappoint Him at His return. This
was the Apostle John’s thought in 1 John 3:3
when he wrote about the hope of Christ’s
appearing. A full understanding of these things
leads uncompromisingly to godly living.
Conversely, ungodly living in a Christian is a clear
sign that either he does not fully understand these
things or he does not actually believe them.

C. Hope Leads to Preparation

The hope we have in the coming of the Lord
should lead us to prepare for His coming. The
Lord is coming according to His promise to take
His bride home. But when is this event going to
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take place? When the disciples showed the Lord
the glory of the temple, He told them, “There
shall not be left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown down” (Matt. 24.2).
Then the disciples asked Him three questions:
(1). When shall these things be? (2). What shall
be the sign of thy coming? (3). What shall be
the sign of the end of the world? The Lord then
gave them the signs that must come to pass
before He comes again. But these are the signs
of His Second coming for Israel and not for the
church. The context clearly reveals this.

The Bible is very clear that immediately after
the rapture there will be a period of seven-year
tribulation, at the end of which the Lord will come
again. The signs foretold by the Lord are the
events that will take place during the Great
Tribulation. Therefore, it is but natural that the
effects of some of the signs at the beginning of
the Tribulation will be applicable for His coming
for the Church also. But there are no clear signs
given which must precede the coming of the Lord
for His church.

Jesus taught that the disciples should be ready
because the Son of Man will come at a time
when they will not be expecting Him. “Be ye
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh
at an hour when ye think not” (Luke 12:40). Jesus
shared a striking illustration. The picture was
that of a Lord who had gone off to attend a
great marriage celebration. His servants had
been left behind to look after the household and
to wait for his return. The servants should be
full of joy and rejoicing for their master’s
privilege in celebrating the marriage. They may
not be, but they should be looking after everything
with all diligence until he returns. Jesus took the
picture and applied it to Himself and His
disciples. The believer is to be in a state of
readiness. He is always to be prepared, always
watching and waiting for his Lord’s return.

1. The Believer Is to Be Fully Dressed

He is to be fully dressed even to having his
belt tight around his waist. This refers to personal
preparation: purity of heart and life and keeping
one’s body ready to move and meet the Lord.
In the Middle-East men wore robes that had to
be tied with a belt at the waist or else the loose

robes hampered movement and work. It was
impossible to move quickly and freely without
the belt being tight.

2. The Believer Is to Have the Lights
Burning

The believer is to have the lights burning,
never allowing them to go out. Keeping the lights
burning refers to serving and testifying the Lord.
He is to keep the lights burning by faithfully
serving and living for the Lord.

The idea with both the belt and the light is, of
course, readiness: being prepared in body and
labour, being pure and faithful. The believer must
never lie down or slumber, never be caught off
guard or unprepared. Jesus gave four reasons
for living in a state of readiness, of purity and
faithfulness.

a. The believer is to stay ready because
the Lord is returning. No matter what others
may do, “your loins...your lights” (Luke 12:35)
must be prepared. We must be like men who
wait and stay awake and look and are prepared
for their Lord. We must be ready to open the
door immediately when He knocks, for He is
going to return and knock (Luke 12:36). His
return is an absolute certainty (cf. John 14:2-3;
Titus 2:12-13).

b. The believer is to stay ready because
he will be served by Christ Himself. This is a
most precious and wonderful promise, a most
unusual promise. Imagine the Lord of the
universe serving us at a banquet, yet it is the
promise made by Jesus! (Luke 12:37). Why
would such a promise be made to the believer?
God has only one Son, and God loves His only
Son so much that He promises to take any man
who honours His Son and to elevate that man to
the highest of positions. Any man who honours
God’s Son will be highly honoured by God (John
12:26). The person who honours God’s Son is
adopted as a child of God, and that person
becomes a brother to Christ and an heir of God
(Gal. 4:4-7; Rom. 8:15-18).

The believer is to stay ready because the very
thing for which he has been working is Christ’s
return. When Christ gathers us all together, His
heart will be so overflowing with love and joy
(as will ours) that He will begin serving us
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immediately: conforming us to His image,
explaining and discussing everything with us,
assigning us our eternal duties (Phil. 3:20-21; Col.
3:4).

c. The believer is to stay ready because
he will be blessed. The word “blessed” means
to pronounce a person happy or blessed. The
idea is that Christ is going to make the believer
happy and blessed (Luke 12:37). Happiness and
blessedness will become a state of being, the
constant experience of the believer.

The Lord is not returning in the first watch.
His return is going to be in the second or third
watch (Luke 12:39). The night was divided into
four watches by the Romans and into three
watches by the Jews. The point is the importance
of being ready: the hour of His return is unknown,
but He is returning. It may be immediately; it
may be later. The idea is that no one knows the
time, but be ready-be prepared (Phil. 4:5; James
5:8; Rev. 3:11).

d. The believer is to stay ready because
Christ will come when least expected. Jesus
could not have stated it any clearer; He could

not have spoken any plainer. “When ye think
not,” He will come. He will be coming when we
least expect Him to come. “Be ye therefore
ready” (Rev. 3:3; 1 Thess. 5:2 [day of the Lord
begins with the Rapture]).

Everything you and I hope for is wrapped up
in Jesus. He is the power who works our present
transformation. He is the one whose return
marks history’s furthest horizon. He is the one
through whom each believer will experience
both the resurrection of the body and the future’s
full expression of eternal life. Our share of glory
awaits His appearing. “Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for
He who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23). We
may have to wait a while for the full experience
of the good that God intends for us, but God is
fully committed to everyone who makes a faith
commitment to him. “‘For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future’” (Jer. 29:11). As long as
our hope is in God, we have hope. And a future.
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