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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 1492

DD should be in favour of "Athmaprakashini, Kumbanad”.

Bthmaprakashini
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GUJARAT BRETHREN BIBLE INSTITUTE
(GBBI) (12" batch)
Applications are invited from students for

One Year Course -C.Th
Two Year Course -D.Th
Three Year Course -B.Th

commencing from 20" June 2013,at Gujarat Brethren
Bible Institute, Gandhidham.Those who bear good
testimony at their local Assembly can apply.

@ Practical training shall be given along with Bible
Studies. ® Medium of instruction is Hindi and
English. ®Decent food and accomodation shall be
free. = Spoken English & Basic computer class.
Please write for Application Form.

GUJARAT BRETHREN BIBLE
INSTITUTE,Plot.No.147,Sector.7Gandhidham.
370201.Kutch. Ph. 02836-224763, M-9825169406.
e-mail: Payyanursimon@gmail.com
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ANNEXURE

I, C.A. George declare that I am the publisher of the News paper entitled Athma Prakashini to be
printed and published at Kumbanad and the particulars in respect of the news papers given hereunder
are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

1. Tittle of the news Paper Athma Prakashini
2. Languages (s) in which it is (To be published) Malayalam
3. Periodicity of the publication
a. Whether, Daily, Triweekly, fortnightly or other wise Monthly
b. In the case news paper other than a daily please state 10th of every month
whether the days (date which it is to be published)
4. Retail selling price of the news paper is for free distribution
please state that it is for free distribution Rs.70/- Annually
5. Publisher’s name C.A.George
6. Printer’s name C.A.George
7. Place of Publication (Please give the complete address) Kumbanad
8. Names (s) of the printing press whether the printing is to be

conducted and the true and description of premises on

Evangel Press, Thiruvalla

which the press(es) is /are installed.
9. Editors Name (s)

a. Please state the particulars of individuals or of the firm
joint stock companies trust Co-operative societies

Association which owned the news paper.
10. Please state the decleration in respect of

a) News Paper, b) an existing, c) Incase the declaration falls under :

d) The reason for filling the fresh declaration.

11. Designation
Kumbanad
10-3-2013

K.A. Philip, Dr. K.C. Johnson
Dr. O.M.Samuel
Athmaprakashini Publications
Kumbanad 689 547

Existing

: Sd/
C.A.George
Publisher
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When we use the word “hope” in casual
conversation, it often has a wavering, uncertain
sound. “Thope I can make it,” we say doubtfully.
At times we sense the same uncertainty in
Scripture. Herod “hoped” he would see Jesus
do some miracle (Luke 23:8). Felix “hoped” Paul
might offer him a bribe (Acts. 24:26). Both men
were disappointed. The Bible seldom uses
“hope” in this doubt-filled way. Instead, hope
focuses attention on God and fills us with eager
expectation. No one who learns to hope in a
biblical way will ever be overcome by
disappointment but will be filled with patience,
encouragement, and enthusiasm.

The Greek noun elpis occurs fifty-four
times and its related verb elpizo occurs thirty-
one times in the N.T. They are usually translated

By Dr. K.C. Johnson, Mavelikara

“hope.” Of the eighty-five times these Greek
words are found in the N.T., only five are in the
Gospels, ten are in Acts, and seventy are in the
Epistles. They are seldom used in the Gospels,
for Jesus, the object of the believer’s hope, was
present with His disciples. It is Paul who most
carefully examines hope and develops its
meaning for the N.T. age. The biblical concept
of' hope is not mere expectation and desire, as in
Greek literature, but includes trust, confidence,
and refuge in the God of hope (Rom. 15:13).
The believer’s hope cannot be defined as the
world defines hope. The believer’s hope is
entirely different from the world’s hope or desire
or wish. The world desires and wishes for what
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it can see, and they may or may not be able to
get what they long for. The believer’s hope is
entirely different in that it deals with spiritual
things and the believer will unquestionably get
what he hopes for. The believer’s hope is based
on the inward experience and witness of God’s
Spirit. The believer knows that God’s Spirit lives
within him, and he actually experiences the things
of the Spirit now. Granted, his experience is but
a taste; the things of the Spirit are not yet
perfected in his life, but they do exist, and they
are present in his body. He already possesses
the things of God while in the flesh. His hope of
salvation is a present experience-he is saved
now-he already has a taste of salvation. The
believer’s hope to be saved is a living reality
now; therefore, his hope is a sure hope. To the
genuine believer, hope is the absolute assurance
of things promised, but not yet seen.

People who were “without hope and without
God” (Eph. 2:12) have been given a glorious hope
which is “Christ in you” (Col. 1:27). The glorious
riches believers in Jesus Christ have is the
indwelling by Christ “the hope of glory.” The
foundation upon which our hope is based is the
person and work of Jesus Christ. Hope for the
Christian is like an anchor of the soul (Heb.
6:19). We are encouraged to put on “a helmet,
the hope of salvation” (1 Thess. 5:8). A person
whose hope of salvation is fixed on Jesus Christ
has the present assurance of eternal life and can
even now glory in tribulation (Rom. 5:3). Some
marks of Christian’s hope are given here for
more understanding about this subject.

A. Good Hope (2 Thess. 2:16)

1. God gives hope for the future. And that
hope is good for it assures believers of the return
of their victorious Saviour.

2. It is a good hope because it was given by
the Father and the Son (2 0(2 Thess. 2:16). The
person who is saved receives good hope. What
greater hope could the believer have than to live
in glory with the Lord God forever and ever?

3. Itis a good hope because our hope is given
us through the grace of God.

4. It is a good hope because believers will
receive the glory of Christ. The purpose of
salvation is to gain the glory of Christ. The
Thessalonian believers were suffering severe
persecution. Think what this verse meant to them.
They were bound for glory-to obtain and share
in the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

a. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
as an heir of God (Rom. 8:16-17).

b. The believer shall be glorified by being
given a body just like the body of Christ (Phil.
3:21).

c. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by appearing in the glory of heaven (Col. 3:4).

d. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by receiving a nature of glory, a glorious nature
just like the nature of Christ (Rom. 8:18).

e. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by receiving an eternal weight of glory (2 Cor.
4:17).

f. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by receiving a salvation that involves eternal
glory (2 Tim. 2:10).

g. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by becoming a partaker of all the glory that shall
be revealed (1 Pet. 5:1).

h. The believer shall be glorified with Christ
by receiving the light of the glory of God, and
they shall reign with Him for ever and ever (Rev.
22:5).

B. Living Hope (1 Pet. 1:3)

When a man is reborn, it is to a living hope (1
Pet. 1:3). Paul describes the Gentile world as
being without hope (Eph. 2:12). To the Gentile
the world was a place where all things faded
and decayed; it might be pleasant enough in itself
but it was leading out into nothing but an endless
dark. To the ancient world the Christian
characteristic was hope.

The “new birth” results in a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
The “living hope” is based on the living
resurrected Christ (cf. 1 Pet. 1:21). The
Christian’s assurance in Christ is as certain and
sure as the fact that Christ is alive! Peter used
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the word “living” six times (1:3, 23; 2:4-5; 4:5-
6). Here “living” means that the believer’s hope
is sure, certain, and real, as opposed to the
deceptive, empty, false hope the world offers.

A living hope means that it is not a dead,
lifeless hope. It is not the kind of hope that we
use to stir positive thinking for the moment but
does nothing for us beyond the grave; not the
kind of hope that gives us meaning and
motivation for life but is dead and lifeless beyond
this life. Despite all the earthly benefit we get
from positive thinking and motivational hope,
these have no meaning beyond this life and the
grave.

A living hope means that it is not a probable
hope; it is not the kind of hope that may or may
not come to pass. The hope that God gives is a
living hope, a hope that is real and true, that
actually exists. A living hope is active and
functioning; it acts and works both within the
heart of the believer and within heaven apart
from the believer. Eternal life is a living hope
because it is reality; it is a life that really exists
in another world, the spiritual world, that is more
real than the world in which we live. The
believer’s hope for eternal life lives, acts, and
works within the believer now, even while he is
on earth. It is not that the believer is going to
receive eternal life; he has already received
eternal life. His hope for eternal life is living,
acting, and working within him right now. This
is the glorious hope of the believer, the living
hope of living forever with God face to face.
C. Sure and Steadfast Hope (Heb. 6:19)

The writer of Hebrews presented the thought
of a harbour where the soul may securely drop
anchor. The word “anchor” refers to the anchor
used by ships to hold the ship in a certain place.
The anchor keeps it from floating aimlessly about
and being damaged or sunk by floating upon the
rocks of forbidden shores. That anchor has been
carried to the safest point of all-the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain-by Jesus, who went
before us. The Greek suggests a “forerunner,”
and if the harbour imagery is still in mind it recalls
the role of sailors who leave their ship in a smaller

craft in order to carry the anchor forward to a
place where it can be firmly lodged. So too the
Lord Jesus, by His entrance into the heavenly
sanctuary where He functions as a High Priest
forever, has given to a Christian’s hope an
anchorage from which it cannot be shaken loose.
Since, therefore, the readers’ hope was sure,
they could cling to it tirelessly right to the very
end. The anchor of hope is both sure and
steadfast. It cannot slip and it cannot break; it
will hold the believer no matter what storms or
violence are launched against it.

D. Joyful Hope (Pro. 10:28; Rom. 5:2;
12:12)

Hope brings us a deep sense of joy (Rom.
12:12). With hope we can maintain an optimistic
outlook even when things go wrong (1 Pet. 3:15;
cf. vv. 13-17). Our life will still have its stress
and its personal tragedies. But the believer
whose hope is in the Lord and who has a grasp
of God’s plan will not be overcome.

The believer is to rejoice in hope. His hope is
God-God’s presence, concern, and care. The
believer knows that God will do one of two things:
either remove the trial or deliver him through
the trial. The believer knows he does not have
to face trials alone, that no situation is hopeless.
The believer is the eternal optimist: his hope is
in the eternal God. Therefore, he not only hopes
in the delivering power of God, he joys and
rejoices in the hope God has given him.

E. Blessed Hope (Titus 2:13)

It means to be filled with happiness, prosperity,
richness, benefits, the highest good-all the great
and glorious benefits imaginable. The blessed
hope of the Lord’s return is to be filled with all
that one can imagine and more.

¢ All the happiness imaginable and more.
¢ All the prosperity imaginable and more.
¢ All the richness imaginable and more.
¢ All the benefits imaginable and more.

If one can imagine the highest good and all
the richness of life possible, the appearing of
the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ will be this
and more-much more. ¢
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