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The Manager
Athmaprakashini
P.B. No. 10
Kumbanad
Pathanamthitta Dist.
Kerala-689 547
India

Bank: Indian Overseas Bank

Branch: Kumbanad

SB account no: 1492

DD should be in favour of "Athmaprakashini, Kumbanad”.

Bthmaprakashini
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The loveliness of Christian existence is to
maintain relationship with God and relationship
with one another. Born-again people need total
support from God and his local church, because
often in life there is a battle from inside and out.
The whole Bible provides full lessons to support
this. God’s plan is that believers must set up full
attachment between God and His people for
innovative fellowship. It has been practised by
early churches without compromising with
pagan religions. God’s expectation is that those
who are saved must be honest with God and
honest with fellow believers. Through Adam’s
fall the entire human race failed to fulfil God’s
plan for fellowship but it has regained through
the power of Jesus Christ. Believers must

Eva. R. Rajan, (Ali-Vihar, New Delhi)

maintain their (1) relationship with God (Vertical)
and (2) relationship with His people (Horizontal).

(1) Relationship with God (Vertical): The
whole Bible points out that humankind must
maintain straight-forward relations with God. In
response to this relationship, God has given to
the people of Israel laws through Moses that
are recorded in the book of Exodus. The children
of Israel made the Shechem covenant that they
would follow YHWH (Joshua 24:1ff). The God
of Israel was very particular that the chosen
people would follow only Him. In obedience to
Mosaic Law, they were following the feasts and
ceremonies without missing any rules and
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regulations. They felt that the Law of Moses
was precious so they were keen to observe all
the Laws as a token of covenant relationship.
Ultimately, they thrived in their promised land.
In the New Testament also the disciples kept
their relationship with Jesus Christ positively
simple. They followed His teaching and His
commandments out of love for someone they
knew. The apostles gave priority to sound
doctrine. Praising, worshiping, prayer and
witnessing Christ were part and parcel of their
daily agenda. The apostles reflected Christ’s
character and preserved their identity as role
models. They continued to share Christ’s -values
to their neighbours - a God given opportunity to
witness Christ to this confused world. At this
juncture the apostles proclaimed Christ’s
suffering, death, resurrection, ascension and
second coming to both Jews and Gentiles. Their
integrity to the Gospel became a foundation to
the movement that has brought forth many
believers among Jews and Gentiles. Thus many
churches were born in Asia Minor. They have
believed in God and kept right relationship with
Him, which is a consecrated thing. The Holy
Spirit is active among the saints and prepares
them to meet Christ at His second coming.
(2)Relationship with His people
(Horizontal) : It is also necessary for those who
keep vertical relationship with God to maintain
healthy ‘horizontal’ relationships. Horizontal
relationships are translated in the form of
fellowships, breaking bread, learning together
God’s word, separation from worldly life, sharing
and caring and so on that is recorded in the book
of Acts. They expressed God’s love in this
manner. Visiting house to house and
remembering God’s promises brought joy in
everybody’s life. They sold all their properties
and put under the apostle’s feet for a common
purpose. As Acts 4:32. says)

“And the multitude of them that believed were
of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of
them that ought of the things which he possessed
was his own; but they had all things common.”
As a result nobody lacked anything in this
material world. The apostles’ ambition was to

institute Christian maturity. They have lived with
the practical teaching of Lord Jesus Christ. They
gave priority to their spiritual growth and served
the Lord with gladness that brings satisfaction
to their soul. In this manner they preserved their
Christian uniqueness. They have fully understood
that relationship with one another is also a
sacred thing.

In conclusion, some people keep relationship
with local assemblies in order to gain material
profit such as placement or job, house, vehicle
and related objects as far as many people’s
personal experiences are concern. Some
believers do not have any relationship with God
and are living without sound doctrine. “Knowing
this first, that there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts” (2 Peter
3: 3). So the scripture warns the local churches
to be alert in this regard. There is every
possibility that such persons do infiltrate spiritual
gatherings and at last they might reveal their
ambition. Those persons are never being
authentic to God and His people. This brings
perplexity in the local assemblies. However, God
wants us to keep a dynamic relationship with
Him and His people. Worshipping, witnessing
and holy living must continue now as it was in
the early churches and be maintained until Christ
returns! @
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NORTH INDIA BIBLE INSTITUTE, ALWAR
An Assembly based, mission oriented

institution with total commitment to biblical

doctrines.

AN INSTITUTION WITH MISSION HISTORY

COMPLETES 24 YEARS OF TEACHING

MINISTRY

Offers 3 Year Bachelor in Theology
2 Year Diploma in Theology
Short Term Hindi Course

Next Session starts from July- For details and
applications contact- Director- NIBI, 148, Lajpat
Nagar, ALWAR 301001. Ph: 0144-2336249,
Mob.09413066102. Email: tii148@gmail.com

GUJARAT BRETHREN BIBLE
INSTITUTE

Applications are invited from students for one
Year Course (11th Batch) commencing from 20th
June 2012, at Gujarat Brethren Bible Institute,
Gandhidham. Those who bear good testimony at
their local Assembly can apply. Practical training
shall be given along with Bible Studies. Medium
of instruction is Hindi and English. Food and
accomodation shall be free. Please write for
Application Form. GUJARAT BRETHREN BIBLE
INSTITUTE
Plot.No.147,Sector.7,Gandhidham. 370201.
Kutch.Ph.02836-224763,
e-mail:simonpayyanur@sancharnet.in
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